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Every year, the International
Economic Development
Council (IEDC) celebrates
Economic Development Week
in May, to highlight the impact
that groups like Battle Creek
Unlimited (BCU) have on the
communities which they serve.
For our first 50 years, BCU
focused on industrial
development, building up the
Fort Custer Industrial Park
(FCIP), marketing the park to
manufacturers, and creating
good jobs in Battle Creek.
Today, the FCIP is the largest
facility of its kind in the state,
and home to nearly 90
companies, which collectively
employ approximately 13,000+
people. The park has more
than two dozen international
firms, representing Austria,
Canada, China, Denmark,
Germany, and Japan.

While industrial development
remains a key focus for BCU,
the organization has recently

From the President’s Desk

expanded its scope to include
more community development.
Our initial focus is on
revitalizing the downtown
business corridor and adding
housing. These are perhaps the
most pressing needs facing our
community today.

To be clear, this is an arduous
task that will take time and
support from many different
partners and stakeholders. But
we have already made an
incredible amount of progress.
Walk around downtown and
you can see evidence of the
change underway. The
conversion of The Milton from
a dilapidated office building to
85 market-rate apartments.
The demolition of the former
Shrank’s building and Kmart.
The redevelopment of the
RecordBox building and the
creation of Handmap Brewing
and Collab BC. New Holland
Brewing, the DoubleTree Hotel,
the demolition of Graphic
Packaging and the Econo
Lodge. The acquisition of the
former TreeHouse Foods and

See “President’s Desk” on Page 8

DoubleTree by Hilton Battle Creek
Honored with Hilton Award

On May 5, the winners of Hilton’s
2024 Americas Development
Awards were announced, which
recognize the outstanding
achievements of owners,
development partners, and hotel
teams across the Americas.
Battle Creek Unlimited (BCU)
and 6PM Hospitality Partners
were recognized with the
DoubleTree Development Award
for the conversion of the
DoubleTree by Hilton Battle
Creek.

In 2024, Hilton opened more
than 400 hotels in the Americas;
of those, 49 properties were
selected for distinction in a
range of criteria, including a
commitment to quality projects,
early adoption of newer brands

and community impact. Award
categories include the Lifetime
Achievement Award, New
Developer of the Year,
Conversion Developer of the
Year, Multi-Brand Developer of
the Year, Dual-Brand of the Year,
and Development Awards by
Brand.

The Doubletree by Hilton Battle
Creek first opened in 1981 as the
Stouffer Hotel. After sitting
vacant for several years, BCU
assumed ownership of the
property in November 2020.
After an extensive renovation
totaling $75 million, the facility
reopened in October 2024.

See “DoubleTree” on page 7

GVSU Shows Off Battle Creek

Innovation Hub

On Wednesday, March 26, Grand
Valley State University (GVSU)
showed off the progress of the
renovations underway at the
Battle Creek Innovation Hub in
downtown Battle Creek. GVSU is
partnering with Battle Creek
Unlimited, the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation, and other local
organizations to convert the
former Kendall Center into a
new facility which will shape the
future of education in the region.

The event included a lunch,
speakers, and a hard-hat tour of
the downtown Battle Creek
building to provide attendees
with an inside view of the
progress and transformation of
a building with a long history in
Battle Creek.

Originally an arcade, the building
was rebuilt after a fire and
turned into a department store.
It changed hands and was
repurposed multiple times
before becoming the Kendall
Center, providing space for
offices, research, and
restaurants among other uses.

The renovation was supported
by a $10.3 million grant from the
W.K. Kellogg Foundation. Kara
Van Dam, Vice President and
Chief Executive of Omni, GVSU'’s
virtual learning platform,
thanked the foundation for its
contribution to the expansion of
GVSU's outreach in the Battle
Creek area.

See “GVSU” on page 7




Congratulations to DENSO Manufacturing
Michigan, Inc. (DMMI) of Battle Creek,
which was recognized by the Michigan
Veterans Affairs Agency (MVAA) in April as
a Gold-Level Veteran-Friendly Employer.

Gold is the MVAA's highest distinction for
veteran support in the workplace, making
DMMI just one of 34 employers across
Michigan to achieve the honor. To become a
Gold-Level Veteran-Friendly Employer,
DMMI has completed several initiatives,
including offering a veteran benefit
package, differential pay, veteran
onboarding and retention programs, and
more. With the honor, the location also has
access to new resources and opportunities
to collaborate with other Gold-Level
employers to further enhance outreach to
veterans.

Currently, over 120 of DMMI's more than
2,000-person team come from military
service backgrounds, including veterans,
active-duty military personnel, reservists,
and guardsmen.

“We appreciate the MVAA for their work
and this honor, which is a testament to all
our team does to support our people,
including veterans,” said Jack Carlsen, a
senior maintenance technician team leader
at DMMI. Before DENSO, he served in the
U.S. Navy for 24 years and now co-leads
DMMI's DENSO Veterans Network. “The
recognition reenergizes us as we continue
to try to raise the bar in how we attract,
retain and support those from the service
member community.”

The MVAA coordinates and provides
support, care, advocacy and service to
veterans and their families. The state
agency’s initiatives include working with
organizations to remove barriers to
employment for veterans and recognizing
those that stand out at Gold, Silver and
Bronze Levels.

DENSO has been producing leading
automotive thermal products in Battle
Creek for 40 years. In October 2019, the
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Veteran-Friendly Employer recognition.

“Our culture is built around the ideas of
quality, collaboration, and continuous
improvement,” said Todd Greer, a vice
president of manufacturing at DMMI and
the executive sponsor of the DENSO
Veterans Network. “These concepts can
resonate with anyone, but veterans often
take to them especially well. We're grateful
for all they do to contribute to our teams
and uphold our principles.”

Other DENSO locations have received
similar recognition. In February, DENSO
Manufacturing Athens Tennessee, Inc.
(DMAT), and DENSO Manufacturing
Tennessee, Inc. (DMTN), in Maryville were
named Veteran Ready Businesses by the
Tennessee Department of Veterans
Services.

DENSO strives to be a great place to work
for people of all backgrounds. To learn
more about opportunities at DMMI, visit

MVAA recognized DMMI with a Silver-Level DENSO'’s career page: bit.ly/4juTeOn

Kalamazoo River Project Survey

DENSO's Cece Par Receives 2025

The Kalamazoo River in Battle
Creek is entering a new era.
Roughly 60 years ago, a flood
reduction project channelized
the river with concrete
riverbanks to quickly move
water away from Downtown.
However, the concrete is aging,
ugly, negatively impacts the
river's ecology, and uses an
outdated approach to reduce
flooding.

In reimagining the river, the
City of Battle Creek will
develop a concept that utilizes
a bank and floodplain of native
plants to effectively manage
stormwater and flood flows,
while improving the natural
and aquatic health of the
Kalamazoo River. The project
will include long-term visioning
to help catalyze a revitalized
river corridor, support
additional recreation options,
and improve connectivity to
Downtown Battle Creek.

Over the next 18 months, a
conceptual plan for the future
of the Kalamazoo River
corridor will be developed. A
team of subject matter experts
will study how to remove the
existing Monroe Street dam,
replace the concrete channel
with flood tolerant plants,
establish the Kalamazoo River
corridor as an amenity for
residents of Battle Creek, and
identify the steps to turn the
vision into reality.

The City needs feedback from
the public! Your ideas will help
determine the future vision of
the Kalamazoo River. Scan the
QR code below or click here to
share your thoughts.
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Women MAKE Award

Congratulations to Cece Par
from DENSO, who was recently
recognized as a 2025 Women
MAKE Awards Honoree. Ms.
Par is an operations manager
at DENSO'’s Battle Creek facility
and was among 130 women
nationwide to receive the
award from the Manufacturing
Institute (MI), the workforce
development and education
affiliate of the National
Association of Manufacturers.

The MAKE Award recognizes
women at all levels of the
manufacturing industry who
excel in their careers and
demonstrate leadership.
Originally from Burma, Ms. Par
joined DENSO in 2012 with
limited English proficiency.
Since then, she has grown her
skills and risen through the
ranks to operations manager at
DENSO’s thermal

manufacturing facility. Her
accomplishments include
improving production efficiency
and reducing wastewater in
manufacturing, helping
increase the facility’s
sustainability. She has also co-
led the Battle Creek facility's
Burmese-speaking production
line and is active in initiatives
that support local Burmese
families and groups.
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Cece Par shows off her 2025
Women MAKE Award.
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Battle Creek Hosts Statewide Culinary Competition

Teams of high school students from across
the state converged on downtown Battle
Creek in mid-March for the 2025 Michigan
ProStart Competition. This prestigious event
brings together ProStart students from
across the state to compete in a range of
categories, including Culinary, Management,
Pasta, Knife Cuts, ServSafe Quiz Bowl,
Tabletop Design, and Cake Decorating. The
event was organized by the Michigan
Restaurant & Lodging Association (MRLA),
and utilized both the DoubleTree by Hilton
Battle Creek and the Kellogg Arena.

Teams were observed, rated, and judged by
leading industry professionals and higher
education instructors. First place winners in
the Culinary and Management categories
will go on to compete at the ProStart
National Invitational in Baltimore, Maryland.
In addition, more than $850,000 in
scholarships were available at the 2024
competition to support students as they
continue their post-secondary education in

ProStart is a high school program which
blends culinary arts and management topics
to develop well-rounded skills that translate
to the workplace. It utilizes "The
Foundations of Restaurant Management &
Culinary Arts" curriculum and ServSafe
guidelines, helping educators implement an
effective learning experience in today’s
classroom environment. Students who
complete the ProStart program are
awarded an industry-recognized certificate
called the ProStart National Certificate of
Achievement (COA).

The Calhoun Area Career Center (CACC)
represented the Battle Creek area. CACC is
known for its exceptional Culinary program,
and their talented students came ready to
showcase their skills, placing 5" in the
Culinary Category.

Both MRLA and CACC are partners in BCU'’s
SUITE Collaborative educational initiative at
the DoubleTree Hotel.

ABOVE: Students compete at the 2024
ProStart event at the Kellogg Arena.

BOTTOM: Students from the Calhoun Area
Caree Center (CACC) pose during the
ProStart event.

hospitality-related fields.

New Entrance for Air National
Guard Base Opens

The new entrance for the Battle
Creek Air National Guard Base
officially opened on Friday, May
23. All inbound and outbound
traffic for the base will now
utilize the gate at the
intersection of Hill Brady Road
and Skyline Drive in the Fort
Custer Industrial Park. The
former main gate on West
Dickman Road is permanently
closed.

This transition marks a
significant improvement in base
access and security procedures.
The project included
construction of a new guard
house and a covered vehicle
inspection area. The project
called for 105,300 square feet of
new pavement to be installed.

U.S. Sen. Gary Peters, who
represents Michigan, helped
secure $10 million for the
project in the 2022 National
Defense Authorization Act.

Construction on the new
entrance began in June 2023.
The new base entrance is
accessible from the roundabout
at Hill Brady Road and Skyline
Drive, which was completed in
November 2023.

The base is home to the 110t
Wing of the Michigan Air
National Guard. The facility
celebrated its 75th Anniversary
in 2022. Approximately 1,000
Airmen are stationed at the
110% and support a diverse
mission set, including Cyber
Defense, remote drone
operations, Agile Combat
Support, and Command &
Control for U.S. Air Forces
Europe - Air Forces Africa.

Security protocols, ID checks,
and procedures to get on base
remain unchanged. Visitors
should allow for extra time
during the initial transition
period.

Summer Construction Update

With the warmer weather, construction season has begun.
There are several projects in Battle Creek to be aware of.

The City of Battle Creek will be working on the three parking
structures downtown. Crews will address structural,
waterproofing, and facade issues at the Hamblin Avenue,
Jackson Street, and Michigan Avenue parking structures. Work
is expected to run through August. In preparation, crews will
be trimming trees on McCamly Street and Hamblin Avenue.

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) will
continue its work on 1-94. The state has already completed the
rebuild/repair of 17 bridges along 1-94 in Calhoun County.
Work in 2025 will include final paving, improving drainage,
installing new signage, and completing the rebuilding of the
rest area between Helmer Road and Capital Avenue. Also
planned to start in Spring 2025 is the repaving of westbound I-
94 from Capital Avenue to 6 1/2 Mile Road. These projects are
the final piece of a three-year, $160 million investment.

Finally, there are two road projects planned for the Fort
Custer Industrial Park. Hill Brady Road, from Dickman Road to
the roundabout at Skyline Drive, will
be repaved. Brady Road, from Dickman
Road to Brydges Drive will also be
resurfaced.

BCU will share more details about
these projects as they become
available.




Calhoun County EDC Manufacturing Forum

Battle Creek Groups Win
State Tourism Awards

Two groups from Battle Creek were recognized
at the Michigan Governor’s Conference on
Tourism held in Novi from April 15-17. The
event brought together more than 500 tourism
and hospitality leaders, meeting planners, and
economic development professionals from
across Michigan.

On Friday, February 28, the Calhoun
County Economic Development
Corporation (EDC) hosted a
Manufacturing Forum at the
DoubleTree downtown, bringing
together area manufacturers and
economic development organizations.

Attendees engaged in a discussion on
how the community can better support
local manufacturers. Scott Davis, CEO
of BlueOval Battery Park Michigan,
shared an update on the progress of
the Ford facility under construction in
Marshall. The event provided a valuable
opportunity for networking,
collaboration, and industry insights.

During the conference, individuals, businesses,
and organizations were recognized for their
contributions to Michigan’s tourism industry.
Linda Freybler, CEO of the Calhoun County
Visitors Bureau, won the CVB Star of the Year
award. This award is presented to leaders in
visitor bureaus who significantly impact their
communities. Under Linda’s leadership, the
CCVB has invested more than $2 million into
various economic development projects in
Calhoun County.

The Calhoun County EDC was created
to assist and retain local industries, to
strengthen and revitalize the economy,
to encourage the relocation and
expansion of commercial enterprises,
and to provide means for
encouragement and assistance of
industrial and commercial enterprises
in locating and expanding in the county.
The Calhoun County EDC has a nine-
member board comprised of
representatives from local and county
government, economic development
leaders, and utility providers.

The awards ceremony also included special
recognition for “Stories of Inspiration,” honoring
individuals and businesses who have made
unique and lasting contributions to their
communities. Jackson and Tristan Bredehoft,
owners of Café Rica, were recognized for their
resilience during the pandemic. Café Rica’s shop
on West Michigan Avenue in downtown Battle
Creek has become a vital community hub,
fostering connections among residents.

TOP: Scott Davis from Ford provided an
update on the status of the BlueOval
Battery Park under construction in
Marshall.

BOTTOM: Members of the Calhoun County
EDC pose after the February Manufacturing
Forum. From left: Jim Durian, Choose
Marshall; Art Kale, Village of Homer; Greg
Moore, Consumers Energy; Kelli Scott,
Calhoun County; Joe Sobieralski, BCU; and
Mark Montross, Bronson Battle Creek.

Congratulations to Linda, Jackson, and Tristan
on these well-deserved awards. Keep up the
good work!

The EDC looks forward to hosting more
events to foster growth and
partnership in the region.

Battle Creek Food Reimagined Update

The past few weeks have been full of
energy, growth, and inspiration for Battle
Creek Food Reimagined (BCFR) and our
community partners. From spotlighting

Battle Creek. We were honored to feature
the culinary talents of Benjamin and
Denise Young of Mitts 2 Pits Catering, and
Jackson and Tristan Bredehoft of Café

entrepreneurs to honoring cohort
graduates, BCFR has been proud to help
drive momentum in the local food and
business ecosystem. We hosted two events
in collaboration with Sprout, Café Rica,
Battle Creek Small Business Development
Office, and MSU Product Center.

Our “What'’s Cookin’ in Battle Creek!” event
on March 13 was a delicious success!
Attendees enjoyed a flavorful evening
filled with insight and inspiration. Special
thanks to John Hart of the Small Business
Development Center for sharing critical
resources available to small businesses in

Rica. Both delivered standout tastings and
shared stories of entrepreneurial passion.

More recently, Dana Edwards, Kitchen
Director at Sprout BC, spoke at the May 21
“What's Cookin’ in Battle Creek!” event. She
shared available resources at Sprout to
support aspiring entrepreneurs. Laura
Wood-Romito, Innovation Counselor with
the MSU Product Center and Partnership
Liaison with Battle Creek Food
Reimagined, discussed resources available
at MSU Product Center to support food
businesses and shared insights on food
trends from recent trade shows. We also

spotlighted local food entrepreneurs
Felicia Jaramillo, owner of DelectAble
Treats and Sweets, and Lesa Cary, owner
of Sugar Shop, who specializes in crafting
mouthwatering Kakigori, refreshing shaved
ice, and street crepes. Thank you to
everyone who attended and supported our
local food scenel

On April 8th, we were thrilled to recognize
the graduates of the MI SBDC's “Recipe for
Success” cohort. These aspiring
entrepreneurs completed an intensive
program designed to empower food-based

See “BCFR” on Page 5
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Tariffs and Foreign-Trade Zones

In 2025, the second Trump administration
introduced a sweeping set of tariffs,
referred to as "Trump Tariffs 2.0," aimed at
addressing trade imbalances and
bolstering domestic manufacturing. These
tariffs, implemented under the authority of
the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (IEEPA), include a baseline
10% tariff on all U.S. imports effective
April 5, 2025, with higher "reciprocal
tariffs" targeting 57 countries, notably a
54% tariff on Chinese goods starting April
9, 2025. The administration's rationale,
articulated on April 2, 2025, cites a
national emergency due to a persistent
$1.2 trillion U.S. goods trade deficit in
2024, which it argues undermines
domestic production and national security.
These tariffs are designed to counter
foreign trade barriers, including tariffs and
non-tariff measures like currency
manipulation and weak regulatory
standards, to level the playing field for
American businesses.

The economic impact of these tariffs is
significant. According to the Tax
Foundation, the tariffs could raise $2
trillion in federal revenue over a decade
but may reduce U.S. GDP by 0.8% before
foreign retaliation. Retaliatory tariffs from
countries like China, which imposed a 34%
tariff on U.S. goods, and Canada, with a
25% tax on $107 billion of U.S. exports,
could further depress GDP by 0.9%.
Consumers face higher prices, with
estimates suggesting an average tax
increase of $1,200 per U.S. household in
2025, affecting goods from automobiles to
electronics.

Amid these trade tensions, Foreign Trade
Zones (FTZs) have emerged as a critical
strategy for U.S. companies to mitigate
tariff costs. FTZs, established in the 1930s
to incentivize domestic investment and
encourage manufacturing here in the US,
allow companies to store, process, or
manufacture goods without immediate
customs duties. As tariffs escalate, FTZ
usage has surged, with the National
Association of Foreign Trade Zones
reporting record membership growth in
2024 and 2025. Companies leverage FTZs
to defer duties, potentially paying reduced
rates or none if goods are re-exported or
scrapped. For instance, manufacturing
plants within FTZs can import components
at high tariff rates, assemble finished
goods with lower tariffs, and pay duties
only upon entry into the U.S. market,
enhancing cash flow and operational
flexibility.

The appeal of FTZs is evident in industries
like automotive and electronics, where
supply chains face significant tariff
burdens. For example, exemptions for
certain goods, such as semiconductors and
pharmaceuticals, were expanded on April
11, 2025, under updates to the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule, encouraging FTZ use in
these sectors. However, the 90-day tariff
pause for most countries (excluding China)
has heightened interest, as importers
store goods in FTZs to delay duties until
trade negotiations clarify. Despite legal
challenges, with the Court of International
Trade enjoining some tariffs on May 28,
2025, the uncertainty drives FTZ adoption.
Battle Creek’s Fort Custer Industrial Park
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is home to a U.S. Customs Port of Entry as
well as FTZ #43. The Port of Battle Creek
is staffed by two full-time U.S. Customs
agents and allows for convenient
clearances of international aircraft
arrivals. Unlike larger coastal ports, goods
may arrive in the morning, be cleared by
U.S. Customs, then move to the factory
floor by afternoon.

FTZ #43 is administered by BC CAL KAL
Inland Port Development Corporation via
BCU and serves a 1l4-county region,
including Allegan, Barry, Berrien, Branch,
Calhoun, Cass, Clinton, Eaton, Ingham,
lonia, Kalamazoo, Jackson, St. Joseph and
Van Buren. Businesses within FTZ #43's
service area can utilize the FTZ program
without having to relocate their
operations.

FTZs remain a vital tool for navigating
Trump Tariffs 2.0, balancing economic
pressures with strategic trade compliance.
Wayne Coleman, BCU's FTZ Administrator,
has more than 20 years of experience with
the FTZ program and can help determine if
it is a good fit for your company.

For more information, contact Wayne at
coleman@bcunlimited.org

BCFR cont 'd from page 4

business growth. Thanks goes to Bonnie
Gabriel from the Michigan SBDC, and
consultants John Schmitt and Wendy
Spreenberg, whose guidance helped shape
this journey. Amanda Smith of the
Michigan Restaurant & Lodging Assoc.
shared opportunities and resources
available to emerging businesses across
the state.

We also recognized the graduates of JPG's
Founder Cohort, a six-month program for
emerging Food and Beverage companies
seeking to scale their business. They
recently wrapped up its second cohort. To
date, 17 BCFR founders and companies

have participated in the program, and all
have found tremendous value in program,
including peer-to-peer support,
connections with industry experts, and
personalized 1:1 advising. Both cohorts
have been possible thanks to MEDC's
Small Business support hub partnership,
which BCFR is honored to be part of with
our partner organizations.

BCFR also participated in the recent
Making It In Michigan event in Lansing,
hosted by the MSU Product Center. The
event provided valuable perspectives on
scaling food businesses, navigating
regulations, and connecting with
distributors. Thanks to the MSU Product
Center team for their efforts.

Upcoming BCFR Events
BCFR has several upcoming events, both
online and in-person, to help you create
and grow your business:

e June 10 - eCommerce for Food & Farm
Businesses (virtual)

e June 26 - Turn Your Culinary Dreams
into Reality: Mobile Food Business (in-
person)

e July 1 - Self vs. Contract Manufacturing
for Food & Farm Businesses (virtual)

e July 14 - Financial Foundations for
Food Brands (virtual)

Be sure to visit BCFR online (bcfood.org)
and follow us on social media to stay up to
date on upcoming events.



mailto:coleman@bcunlimited.org
https://www.bcfood.org/

Truckin’ Tuesday
FireKeepers Casino Hotel Championship

Taste of the Creek

Movie Night at MCCU Field

National Cereal Festival

Truckin’ Tuesday

Post Band Concert
neteenth

2025 Ballerz Gala

Cheetah Chase 5K

Post Band Concert

Del Shannon Tribute Concert
Friday Night Market

City Kids Day

Truckin’ Tuesday

Field of Flight

Post Ban ncert

Vibe@5 - Atomic Annie

Post Ban ncert

Vibe@5 - Toppermost

Battle Creek Pride Par

Taco & Tequila Festival
real City Triathalon & Duathalon

Duncan Aviation Charity Car Show
Battle Creek Garden Tour

Truckin’ Tuesday
Post Ban ncert
Vibe@5 - Allie Garland Band
Leilapalooza

Vibe@5 - Leave Those Kids Alone
Truckin’ Tuesday

Vibe@5 - Tony Thompson & Friends
Goguac Lake Swim

New Wave Music Festival

Cruise the Creek 2025

Vi - The Iconix

Downtown Country Jam

Truckin’ Tuesday
Friday Night Market
Backyard Burger

Truckin’ Tuesday
rk K

Truckin’ Tuesday
Punk Rock Flea Market

Brew

he Zoo!

June 3
June 6-8
June 7
June 7
June 14
June 17
June 19
June 20-21
June 21
June 21
June 26
June 26
June 27
June 29
July 8

July 2-6
July 10
July 11
July 17
July 18
July 18
July 19
July 19
July 19
July 19-20
July 22
July 24
July 25
July 26
August 1
August 5
August 8
August 9
August 9
August 9
August 15
August 16
August 19
June 22
August 23
September 2
September 6
September 23
September 28

Summer Events to Enjoy in Battle Creek

Summer time in the Cereal City brings a wealth of activities and events to enjoy. Many are free and suitable for all ages, like the Post
Band concerts and the Vibe@5 concerts downtown. You can spend the day enjoying the animals at Binder Park Zoo or sitting poolside
at Full Blast. Play a round of disc golf at Leila Arboretum or take a swim in Goguac Lake at Willard Beach Park. Ride your bike and
explore the city’s Linear Park, with more than 26 miles of paved trails. Sample the tasty brews at Handmap Brewing and New Holland
Brewing. Check out Leilapalooza, a free music festival held in July at Leila Arboretum, or take in a Battle Jacks baseball game at
MCCU Field. Come downtown for the annual Cereal Fest or head out to the Battle Creek Executive Airport to see the world famous
U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds at the Field of Flight Air Show & Balloon Festival. No matter what you like, there’s plenty to do in Battle
Creek all summer long. Click the events below for more details.

McCamly Park

Battle Creek Country Club
Festival Market Square
CO Brown Stadium
McCamly Park
McCamly Park

Festival Market Square
Claude Evans Park
Kellogg Arena

Binder Park Zoo
Festival Market Square
Kellogg Arena

Kellogg Arena

Kellogg Arena
McCamly Park

Battle Creek Executive Airport
Festival Market Square
Friendship Park
Festival Market Square
Friendship Park
Downtown Battle Creek
Festival Market Square
Willard Beach

Battle Creek Executive Airport
City of Battle Creek
McCamly Park

Festival Market Square
Friendship Park
Friendship Park
Friendship Park
McCamly Park
Friendship Park
Willard Beach

Leila Arboretum
Downtown Battle Creek
Friendship Park
Kellogg Arena
McCamly Park

Kellogg Arena

Festival Market Square
McCamly Park

Binder Park Zoo
McCamly Park

Kellogg Arena

Vibe@5

Bring your lawn chairs downtown to
Friendship Park (10 State Street) for
the Vibe @ 5 concerts. Concerts are
free of charge and the park is part of
the Downtown Social District. Concerts
will be held on Fridays between July
11 - August 15. Performances start at
5 PM.

Battle Creek Farmers Market

The Battle Creek Farmers Market is
held every Wednesday through
October at Festival Market Square (25
South McCamly Street). The market
runs from 9 AM - 1 PM. Enjoy fresh,
locally grown foods, food vendors, and
live music from local musicians.

Post Band Concerts

The Post Band is a summer staple in
Battle Creek. The band is made up of
area high school students as well as
experienced musicians. The Post Band
will perform five concerts in 2025,
each with a special theme. Concerts
are held at Festival Market Square and
begin at 7 PM, rain or shine.

Truckin’ Tuesdays

Truckin’ Tuesdays brings a selection of
food trucks to McCamly Park (10 North
Washington) on select Tuesdays during
the summer. Trucks will set up on
Gould Street, with picnic-style seating
available in the park. Trucks will serve
lunch between 11 AM - 1 PM.
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

TRUCKIN'
TUESDAVS

presented by:
Battle Creek Area Chamber of Commerce.
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https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/truckin-tuesdays-3/2025-05-20/
https://www.epsontour.com/tournaments/firekeepers-casino-hotel-championship/overview
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/4th-annual-taste-of-the-creek/
https://www.facebook.com/events/189-bridge-st-battle-creek-mi-united-states-michigan-49017/movie-night-at-mccu-field/9739847582763826/
https://kelloggarena.com/cerealfest/
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/truckin-tuesdays-3/2025-05-20/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/post-community-band-concert-series-7/
https://juneteenthbattlecreek.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ballerz-gala-tickets-1359022275209
https://binderparkzoo.org/cheetah-chase/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/post-community-band-concert-series-7/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/del-shannon-tribute-concert/
https://downtownbcfarmersmarket.com/night-market/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/city-kids-day-3/
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/truckin-tuesdays-3/2025-05-20/
https://fieldofflight.com/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/post-community-band-concert-series-7/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/vibe5-atomic-annie/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/post-community-band-concert-series-7/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/vibe5-toppermost/
https://www.battlecreekpride.org/
https://www.bctacoandtequilafest.com/
https://www.trisignup.com/Race/MI/BattleCreek/CerealCityTriathlonDuathlon
https://www.facebook.com/events/15745-s-airport-rd-battle-creek-mi-49015-8670-united-states/duncan-aviation-charity-car-show-battle-creek-mi/3040210112823306/
https://lasgarden.org/events/
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/truckin-tuesdays-3/2025-05-20/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/post-community-band-concert-series-7/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/vibe5-allie-garland-band/
https://www.facebook.com/Leilapalooza/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/vibe5-leave-those-kids-alone/
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/truckin-tuesdays-3/2025-05-20/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/vibe5-tony-thompson-friends/
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/BattleCreek/ThAnnualGoguacLakeSwim
https://nwmfo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/downtown-battle-creek/cruise-the-creek-2025/1411989803271982/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/vibe5-the-iconix/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/4427/
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/truckin-tuesdays-3/2025-05-20/
https://downtownbcfarmersmarket.com/night-market/
https://battlecreek.org/upcoming-events/
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/truckin-tuesdays-3/2025-05-20/
https://binderparkzoo.org/corks-kegs-at-the-zoo/
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/truckin-tuesdays-3/2025-05-20/
https://kelloggarena.com/event/battle-creek-punk-rock-flea-market/
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/truckin-tuesdays-3/2025-05-20/

DoubleTree cont’'d from page 1

Financing for the project was made
possible via senior and junior debt, layered
with generous state, local and
philanthropic contributions. 6PM
Hospitality of Zeeland, Michigan manages
the day-to-day operations of the facility.

“This year’s cohort of winners are leaders
in their fields, demonstrating the very best
in design, hospitality and innovation,” said
Danny Hughes, President, Americas,
Hilton. “Our owners make it possible for
guests to experience our brands in more
destinations than ever before, from
country firsts to brand debuts,
architectural feats to uplifting community

partnerships. We're thrilled to work with
the best developers in the industry-those
that recognize the strength of Hilton's
brands and the mutual success in our
collaboration. We look forward to
continuing to strengthen our partnership
with the owner community for many years
to come.”

“We are fortunate to partner with a
distinguished community of owners, each
helping to deliver Hilton's signature
hospitality across our diverse network of
brands and geographies. I'm grateful we
can celebrate their successes and
accomplishments with these Development
Awards,” said Kevin Jacobs, Chief Financial

Officer and President, Global Development,
Hilton. “Congratulations to all the winners
recognized this year. We look forward to
continuing our strong partnership and
driving more shared success in the years
ahead.”

Since the company was founded by Conrad
Hilton in Cisco, Texas in 1919, Hilton has
welcomed over 3 billion guests. Today,
Hilton has a portfolio of 24 world-class
brands comprising more than 8,600
properties and nearly 1.3 million rooms, in
139 countries and territories.

The full list of award winners is available
online here: https://bit.ly/3FEO03xx

GVSU cont'd from page 1

“These renovations are more than just
structural updates,” Van Dam said. “They
represent a renewed commitment to
innovation, collaboration and growth.”

Transforming the Kendall Center into the
Battle Creek Innovation Hub is a part of
GVSU's commitment to bridging the gap in
post-secondary educational attainment.

“Grand Valley State University at the Battle
Creek Innovation Hub will serve as a
regional center for Southwest Michigan,
supporting GVSU locations and programs
across 13 counties,” said Al Shifflett, the
GVSU Omni Director for Southwest
Michigan. “This expansion reflects our
dedication to responding to community
needs and reinforces GVSU's commitment
to education, workforce development and
regional impact.”

A total of 10,531 square feet of the
building is being renovated. The new
amenities in the Innovation Hub will
include: Two 25-seat classrooms, a 50-
seat classroom, a 94-seat event space,
seven administrative spaces, a kitchen for
culinary instruction and a cafe. The space
is designed as a communal space for
innovators to collaborate and work
alongside each other, in addition to the
dedicated instructional spaces.

“Facilities such as the Battle Creek
Innovation Hub anchored with an
institution such as GVSU are critical for the
ongoing revitalization of Downtown Battle
Creek,” said Joe Sobieralski, BCU
President & CEO.

Attendees toured the building and were
provided with a reference point for the
planned layout of the building. While in its
stripped-down state, the building appears
as the skeleton of what will become the
Innovation Hub, GVSU, BCU, and the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation are proud of the
progress made so far.

“It's always exciting to stand on the
foundation, literally and figuratively, of a
project that represents so much promise
for Battle Creek's future,” said Yazeed
Moore, Director of Michigan Programs at
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

In her remarks, GVSU President Philomena
V. Mantella highlighted the breadth of
impact the Innovation Hub provides Battle
Creek and the surrounding area, as well as
how it will help shape future expansion of
GVSU programs like Omni in other regions.

"What is taking place here in Battle Creek
will serve as a model for other regions
around Michigan, demonstrating how
connecting community partners and
creating a relevant portfolio, by combining
a centerpiece location with on-site and
online offerings, can turbocharge a
response to the region's needs," Mantella
said.

GVSU plans to hold an official ribbon-
cutting and dedication ceremony for the
Battle Creek community once the facility is
complete in October. Look for more details
to be announced soon.

b

TOP: The design concept for GVSU’s new Battle
Creek Innovation Hub.

MIDDLE: GVSU’s Al Shifflett gives a tour of the
construction underway.

BELOW: BCU'’s John Hughes talks with BCU
Board Member Sara Wallace from the Miller
Foundation.
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Horrocks buildings. Restore (269)'s redevelopment of the
Anson Building with eight apartments and the soon-to-be
open Uproot Market. The redevelopment of the former
Kendall Center into Grand Valley State University’s Battle
Creek Innovation Hub. These projects total hundreds of
millions of dollars in investment and are bringing new life
to downtown. And it is only the beginning. We have several
projects in the works, with hundreds of units of housing
planned.

Adding housing and vibrancy to downtown will make Battle
Creek a more attractive place for people to live, which will
result in growing the City’s population, leading to an
increase in the tax base, which in turn will enable the City of
Battle Creek to provide better civic services. More housing,
more retail, and more restaurants will make the city more
attractive to companies considering where to put a facility.
COVID-19 may have slowed us down some but make no
mistake, Battle Creek is on a growth trajectory. Nothing will BELOW: Members of BCFR’s “Recipe for Success” Cohort 2 pose after their
happen overnight, nor will anything happen without lots of recent graduation celebration at the DoubleTree in downtown Battle Creek.

work, but good things are happening here in Battle Creek.

ABOVE: BCU Board Members and staff attended a breakfast event in early
March hosted by Crain’s Business Grand Rapids honoring the 2024
Newsmakers of the Year. BCU President & CEO Joe Sobieralski (center) was
singled out for his leadership on the redevelopment of the DoubleTree by
Hilton Battle Creek.

On a related note, | would like to congratulate DENSO,
which celebrated its 75th anniversary in December. Back on
April 11, 1985, the company broke ground on what is now
DENSO Manufacturing Michigan Inc., This was to be
DENSO's first North American manufacturing facility. At the
time, DENSO expected to have 100 associates initially. Fast
forward 40 years and DENSO has become Battle Creek’s
largest employer, with more than 2,000 associates. The
company has more than 1.3 million square feet of space in
the industrial park, which is also home to two affiliated
companies: Systex Products and DENSO Manufacturing
North Carolina, formerly known as ASMO. Several of
DENSO's strategic suppliers have facilities here as well. In
2023, DENSO announced a $63 million investment in Battle
Creek. DENSO team members have served on the BCU
Board of Directors as well as the Board of the Battle Creek
Tax Increment Finance Authority (BCTIFA). On behalf of
everyone at BCU, | want to express my appreciation to
DENSO and congratulate them on their anniversary. We ABOVE: Japanese Consul General in Detroit Hajime Kishimori

look forward to many more years of partnership. (center) welcomed representatives from the City of Battle
Creek, BCU, and DENSO to his residence in April.

BELOW: The Michigan Delegation at the recent AUVSI

Xponential event in Houston pose in front of a sign for the
C on t a Ct B C U 2026 event, which will be held in Detroit in May.

Battle Creek Unlimited (BCU) is focused on investment generation and job creation
in Battle Creek, Michigan. BCU works closely with community partners to attract 1 [
new companies to the Battle Creek region while also supporting the growth of
existing companies. BCU was established in 1972 to develop the Fort Custer
Industrial Park (FCIP), the largest industrial park in Michigan. Today the FCIP is home
to nearly 90 companies, including 25 international organizations, which collectively
employ more than 13,000 people. The FCIP covers more than 3,000 acres, with over
1,000 acres available for development, and offers convenient access to rail, air
cargo, interstate and international trade highways as well as an international port of
entry and a Foreign-Trade Zone.

Battle Creek Unlimited )
www.bcunlimited.org Follow BCU online:

4950 W. Dickman Road, Suite 1
Battle Creek, M| 49037 'i y m
TEL 269-962-7526

Email comments, questions or suggestions to:
BCUnewsletter@bcunlimited.org



https://www.facebook.com/BattleCreekUnlimited/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/battle-creek-unlimited
https://twitter.com/bcunlimited?lang=en
http://www.bcunlimited.org
mailto:BCUnewsletter@bcunlimited.org

