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The new year is off to a brisk
start, with new elected officials
in Washington and Lansing, and
with them, new political
agendas. What remains
unchanged is Battle Creek
Unlimited’s commitment to
building a stronger community,
through strategic investment, job
creation, and intentional

From the President’s Desk

community development.

The local economy here in Battle
Creek remains strong. We have a
number of existing companies
looking to expand as well as
several prospects looking at new
investments in Battle Creek. One
such company is Junkers
Aircraft, a manufacturer of a
retro sport plane. Based in
Germany, it is a sister company
to WACO Aircraft. The company

See “President’s Desk” on page 8

BCU President & CEO Joe
Sobieralski Named a “2024

Newsmaker of t

In February, BCU President &
CEO Joe Sobieralski was
named by Crain’s Grand
Rapids Business as one of
their Newsmakers of the Year.
Mr. Sobieralski was
recognized for his leadership
on the redevelopment of the
DoubleTree by Hilton Battle
Creek.

The project began in
November 2020 when BCU
assumed ownership of the
property through 50 Capital
Ave Development Corp. The
facility, then known as the
McCamly Plaza Hotel, is
located in the heart of

he Year”

downtown Battle Creek. It
originally opened in 1981 as
the Stouffer Hotel. Itis
adjacent to the Kellogg Arena,
a 6,000-seat multiuse facility.
Financing for the $75 million
project was made possible via
senior and junior debt, layered
with generous state, local and
philanthropic contributions.
6PM Hospitality of Zeeland,
Michigan manages the day-to-
day operations of the facility.

The projectincluded the
demolition of the adjoining
commercial/retail space.

See “Newsmaker” on page 4

New Junkers Aircraft Factory
Announced for Battle Creek

In February, Dimor Group Inc.
announced that it would invest
$12 million to build a new factory
in Battle Creek. The facility will
manufacture Junkers Aircraft, a
handcrafted, open-cockpit sport
plane. The 45,000-square foot
facility will be located at the
Battle Creek Executive Airport
(BTL), adjacent to WACO Aircraft

and Centennial Aircraft Services.
Based in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, Dimor Group Inc. is a
subsidiary of Dimor Aero of
Cologne, Germany. Founder
Dieter Morszeck has a passion
for vintage aircraft. In 2015,
Morszeck relaunched the
historic Junkers brand, which

See “Junkers” on page 2

KCC, WMU Receive $4.7 Million
for EV Training Initiative

In December, representatives
from Kellogg Community
College (KCC) joined leaders
from Western Michigan
University (WMU) and the
Michigan Economic
Development Corporation
(MEDC) to announce new
grants totaling $4.7 million.

The funds will support the
creation of state-of-the-art
training programs for electric
vehicle and semiconductor
manufacturing. The goalis to
develop a world-class skilled
workforce pipeline in the
region to help

filljobs in these surging
industries. The programs are
expected to launch in 2025.

“For Michigan to lead the
nation and win the war for
talent, we must close the
talent gap,” said MEDC
Director of Higher Education
Partnerships Ava Attari during
a news conference at WMU'’s
College of Engineering and
Applied Sciences Floyd Hall.
“That’s why the MEDC is
leading the largest state talent
attraction and retention
initiative in the United States...

See “KCC” on page 6




“Junkers” cont’d from page 1

produced the first all-metal
commercial aircraftin 1919.

In 2018, Dimor Group acquired
WACO Aircraft, a manufacturer of
reproduction biplanes, and
Centennial Aircraft Services, a
fixed-base operator which sells
fuel and services airplanes. It
invested nearly $30 million to
expand its production facility at
BTL, adding 80,000 square feet of
offices, shop space, and an
avionics department.

Merging historical aviation
designs with modern luxurious
touches, Junkers Aircraft models
are assembled entirely by hand
using parts and assemblies
currently manufactured by the
company'’s sister facility in
Germany. The new Michigan
facility will allow the company to
make its own parts and sub-
assemblies, further integrating the
production processes and
supporting the local economy
with the creation of approximately
40 jobs over the next five years.

“With this substantial investment
from founder Dieter Morszeck,
Junkers Aircraft is extremely
excited to expand our footprint in
Southwest Michigan. We are in
the business of building and
selling aircraft, but at our core,

the mission really is to spread the
passion for aviating in its purest
form,” said Sergio Barreto, Dimor
Group CEO. “The vintage
aesthetic of the Junkers A50
Junior and other models
combines modern, luxurious
features with stunning, classic
designs. By investing in the latest
technology and tooling at our
soon-to-be 150,000 square-foot
facility, we’ll continue to combine
innovation with the handcrafted
workmanship WACO Aircraft is
already known for worldwide.”

Grand Rapids engineering firm
Owens Ames Kimball (OAK) is
leading the project. Crews have
already begun work on the site,
laying the footings for the facility,
with construction expected to be
completed this summer. Plans for
the factory include state-of-the-
art machinery, assembly fixtures,
and new tooling to allow for
increased metal forming and
machining capabilities needed for
aircraft production.

To meet the labor demand, Dimor
Group plans to work with Kellogg
Community College’s Regional
Manufacturing Technology Center
(RMTC).

To learn more about Junkers
Aircraft, visit: wacoaircraft.com

Junkers Aircraft will soon begin production
of their retro sport plane in Battle Creek.

Battle Creek Named 2024
eCities Honored Community

In December, the University of Michigan announced that
the City of Battle Creek was one of the 2024 eCities
Honored Communities. Battle Creek was recognized for its
efforts to attract and retain talent, create economic
opportunity, and attract and support small businesses.

The eCities study is led by iLabs, UM-Dearborn’s Office of
Engagement and Impact. Battle Creek is one of five
Michigan cities to earn this designation in 2024. Other
honorees include Mount Pleasant, Romulus, Sault Ste.
Marie, and Tecumseh.

“This recognition is a reflection of the incredible hard work
and dedication of the entire Battle Creek community,” said
Ted Dearing, Interim City Manager. “It highlights the strong
partnerships and collaboration between our community
leaders, local businesses, and city staff, all working
together to make Battle Creek a thriving and vibrant place
to live and work.”

The study analyzed data from 277 communities across 54
counties in Michigan. Researchers focused on five-year
changes in property values, community assets, and tax
rates to show the growth, investments, and cost of doing
business within the community. From 2019 to 2023, the
five honorees increased their capital assets by an average
of 3.71 percent per year through investments such as new
buildings, roads, bike paths, and library renovations.

Although the 277 communities analyzed account for less
than 20 percent of the state’s cities and townships,

they are home to 71 percent of Michigan’s population and
87 percent of the state’s commercial property.

“Each year, we enjoy recognizing the efforts made by cities
and townships throughout Michigan to support business
growth and entrepreneurship in their communities,” said
Kari Kowalski, Assistant Director of iLabs.

Brenda Whited Retires

In January, BCU said goodbye to
longtime employee Brenda Whited. A
native of Battle Creek, Brenda joined
BCU in 1996. Over the years, she wore
many different hats at BCU. Brenda
managed the Direct Investment Fund
(DIF) committee and assisted BCU’s
accounting department. She also
spearheaded the remodel of BCU’s office in 2018, which
staff continue to enjoy today. We congratulate Brenda on
her successful career and appreciate her twenty-nine years
of dedicated service. We wish her all the best in retirement.



https://www.wacoaircraft.com/

Work at the Kendall Center in downtown
Battle Creek is accelerating. Last year,
Grand Valley State University (GVSU)
received a $10.3 million grant from the
W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) to expand
their programming in Battle Creek. The
Kendall Center, located on Jackson Street
across from the Kellogg Arena, will be their
new home.

With the design complete, construction
fencing has gone up, and work on the
interior has begun. Renovations to the
building's first floor will create a main entry
with cafe, offices, classroom and multi-
purpose spaces. The work is scheduled to

In November, voters in Battle Creek,
Marshall, Springfield, and Albion approved
funding for the Transportation Authority of
Calhoun County (TACC). Funding will come
from a new property tax of 2.66 mills
equivalent to $2.66 for every $1,000 of
taxable property. The tax was approved for
five years and would affect Battle Creek,
Marshall, Springfield, and Albion.

In 2020, the Michigan Department of
Transportation and Calhoun County
released a detailed analysis of the region’s
transit needs. The study found that
Calhoun County has a high number of
people without regular transportation.
These vulnerable populations include
seniors, people with disabilities, and low-
income individuals. The study found that
there are more than 20,000 estimate unmet
trips every year. This means people cannot
get to work, to school, to medical
appointments, or the grocery store. The
study recommended the creation of a
county-wide authority which could provide
operational efficiencies, enhanced
collaboration among current transit
providers, and have a sustainable funding
source.

Creation of the TACC was approved by the
Calhoun County Board of Commissioners
in September 2023. TACC’s goal is to
provide reliable transportation in Calhoun
County, which willimprove the lives of

be completed in 2025.

The WKKF grant will allow GVSU to offer
classes for degree and certificate programs
at the Kendall Center. GVSU will also
partner with Battle Creek Food Reimagined
(BCFR) to grow Battle Creek’s the food
innovation economy through the Battle
Creek Innovation Hub, a collaborative
space for innovation and growth. The
facility will also provide programing for
learners of all ages through GVSU’s OMNI
hybrid learning platform for adults.
Academic programming will begin this fall
in partnership with Kellogg Community
College.

County Wide Transit System Coming in 2025

county residents. Following approval by the
County Commission, municipalities were
able to opt out of the TACC if they did not
want to wish to participate. Battle Creek,
Marshall, Springfield, and Albion all
decided to participate. With the new
funding, existing transportation services in
Battle Creek and Marshall will be
expanded, and new services will be added
in Springfield and Albion. Riders can expect
expanded routes, extended hours, more on
-demand options, and modern mobile
applications.

The TACC Board of Directors has seven
volunteer members. The board is
responsible for hiring an Executive Director
who will lead the TACC’s day-to-day
operations. The TACC Board meetings are
open to the public and are held on the
second and fourth Tuesday of the month at
Marshall City Hall.

With funding now in place, the TACC has
begun the critical work to be able to begin
service. Starting a new organization and
consolidating existing operations is no easy
task and will take time. The TACC team is
developing policies, creating organizational
structures, acquiring consultants and legal
support, purchasing vehicles, and working
on agreements between municipalities to
transfer assets to the new transportation
authority. TACC is also engaging with the
Federal Transit Administration to become

Kendall Center Project Accelerates in Downtown Battle Creek

The concept design for the renovated
Kendall Center in downtown Battle Creek.

the dedicated recipient of transit funding.
This will allow the organization to be
reimbursed for the services it provides.
Although transitis subsidized from Federal
and State dollars, these dollars are
collected on a reimbursement basis. This
means TACC will need sufficient capital to
launch and operate the service
independently, which is why it was crucial
to begin collecting the millage revenue as
early as possible, even before the service
begins operation.

Leaders expect to transition services from
BC Transit in the Fall of 2025, with
personnel expected to transition sometime
after that.

To learn more about the TACC and the
proposed new services, visit
ridecalhoun.org

The Future of Public
Transportation.



https://ridecalhoun.org/
https://ridecalhoun.org/

“Newsmaker” cont’d from page 1

The 16-story building now features:

e 247 upgraded hotel rooms

e Remodeled ballroom, meeting, and
conference rooms

e Anindoor pool, hot tub, and fitness
center

e Anew atrium and outdoor green space

e “The Alloy,” a casual restaurant with
hearty meals and welcoming
atmosphere; “50 Beacon,” a cocktail
lounge on the 16th floor with an
artisanal small plate menu; and
“ReVus,” the hotel’s first floor cocktail
bar

The DoubleTree by Hilton Battle Creek is
expected to be a catalyst for future growth
and development. It will serve an epicenter
of business, attracting people to places
downtown like Kellogg Arena, Kellogg
Auditorium, the Rink as well as stores and
restaurants downtown.

As part of the project, BCU created The
Suite Collaborative, a program focused on
developing careers in hospitality and
culinary arts. This initiative combines
classroom learning with on-the-job training

and is being developed in partnership with
the Michigan Restaurant and Lodging
Association, Kellogg Community College,
Grand Valley State University, the Calhoun
Area Career Center, and Battle Creek
Public Schools. The facility’s classroom
will also provide English as a second
language courses.

“Itis truly an honor to be recognized but
this recognition extends well beyond
myself or BCU. This was a huge community
lift with many organizations and respective
staff stepping up to make a vision a reality,
said Sobieralski. “l want to thank the many
Board Members, staff members, and
generous financial contributors for making
this project a headliner for the momentum
of the Battle Creek community.”

»

Erick Stewart, Chair of the BCU Board of
Directors said, “Congratulations to Joe and
his team at BCU for all their efforts to bring
the project to fruition and returning this
property to its former glory. The DoubleTree
by Hilton is a wonderful addition to Battle
Creek. Itis exciting to see so many people
visiting downtown and experiencing the
facility. | am eagerly looking forward to the
warm weather when we can enjoy the

outdoor patio space. We are grateful to
Crain’s Grand Rapids Business for
including Joe on their annual list of
newsmakers.”

Crain’s Grand Rapids Business is a weekly
periodical which covers Southwest
Michigan’s business community. The 2024
Newsmakers of the Year recognized more
than fifty individuals in sixteen categories,
including Economic Development,
Finance, Health Care, Manufacturing, and
Real Estate & Construction.

In March 2022 MiBiz recognized BCU with
its Deal of the Year Award for Economic
Development for the redevelopment of the
hotel at McCamly Plaza. Publisher Crain
Communication acquired MiBiz in late
2022 and rebranded it as Crain’s Grand
Rapids Business.

Crain’s Grand Rapids Business will host a
breakfast on Thursday, March 6 at the
Amway Grand Plaza in Grand Rapids to
announce the winners in each category.
The full list of 2024 Newsmakers is
available at crainsgrandrapids.com

Dr. Jack Mawdsley (1928-2024)

Food Reimagined Update

Since the first of the year, Battle Creek Food Reimagined

Itis with sadness that we
announce the passing of Jack
Mawdsley, who died on November
15, 2024. Dr. Mawdsley served on
the BCU Board of Directors from
1980-1986.

A native of Illinois, he earned his
bachelor and master’s degrees
from Southern Illinois University
and completed his PhD in
Education at Michigan State
University. After serving in the Air
Force during the Korean War, Dr.

Mawdsley moved to Battle Creek
in 1955 for a job with Battle Creek
Public Schools (BCPS). He began
his career as a school counselor
and rose to become the BCPS
Superintendent, a position he held
from 1973-1986. In 1986, he
joined the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation as a Program Director
in Youth and Education. He would
later become a vice president at
the foundation before retiring in
1997. Dr. Mawdsley believed in a
life of service; in addition to the
BCU Board, he was an active
member of the Battle Creek Rotary
Club, the Battle Creek Area
Chamber of Commerce, and the
Battle Creek Community
Foundation.

Our condolences go to his family
and friends.

(BCFR) has hosted two outstanding events. First up was
our What’s Cookin’ event at Cafe Rica on January 29. We
were excited to hear from Kellie Hoffman and Justin Andert
about Northern Initiatives (NI) and the programs they offer
to support local businesses.

Shoutout to Pop’s Family Kitchen BBQ & Catering for
bringing the delicious BBQ to the event. Owner John
Capers shared his experience working with NI. And of
course, who could forget the sweet treats from Ciao Bella
Chocolat? Karen Pacella talked about the support she
received from the NI team when she was launching her
chocolate shop. The sweets were the perfect way to wrap
up a delicious event! Thanks to everyone who attended and
made it a memorable event! And special thanks to our
partners and collaborators who helped make this event
possible, including the City of Battle Creek, Michigan State
University Product Center, Cafe Rica, and Sprout.

In February, BCFR kicked off its "Recipe for Success"
Spring session. This is our training program for budding

See “BCFR” on page 5



https://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/meet-crains-newsmakers-for-2024/

River Naturalization Update

BCU and the City of Battle Creek
continue to make progress on efforts
to return the Battle Creek branch of
the Kalamazoo River to a more
natural state. In the fall, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
completed the hydrology modeling
study for the Kalamazoo River. The
study, which took place over a three-
year period, will soon be released to
the public.

In January, a team of consultants led
by OHM started working with BCU
and City staff on the Kalamazoo
River Restoration Project. Funding
for this work was provided by grants
from the Michigan Department of
Energy, Great Lakes and
Environment (EGLE) and the
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) which the City received in
2024.

BCU, the City of Battle Creek and its
project partners are working in
collaboration with the Army Corps of
Engineers on the next steps for this
project. Partners will work to secure
funding for the USACE General
Investigation (Gl) Study, which could
take 3 to 4 years to complete after
funding is secured. The GI study will
address water resource issues such
as flood risk management,
ecosystem restoration, and
navigation. The goal of the study is to
identify problems and opportunities
related to water resources. The
study will also develop alternative
plans to address problems and take
advantage of opportunities. The Gl
study will evaluate the costs,
benefits, and environmental
impacts of each plan and to
recommend a plan to Congress for
authorization and funding.

The process for the Gl study involves
a preliminary appraisal of costs,
benefits, and environmental
impacts. Itincludes a detailed
analysis that includes inventorying
conditions, analyzing alternatives,
and selecting a recommended plan.

Finally, it includes preconstruction
engineering and design, with
detailed technical studies and
designs to prepare for construction.

Perhaps most importantly, the river
naturalization project was included
in the federal authorization bill
signed into law by President Biden in
early January. The Thomas R. Carper
Water Resources Development Act
of 2024 (WRDA 2024) authorizes the
USACE to improve federally
regulated water infrastructure
across the country. The bill enjoyed
bipartisan support in the House and
Senate. Both Rep. Bill Huizenga and
Sen. Debbie Stabenow advocated
for the legislation, which authorized
a new study from USACE for the
restoration of the Kalamazoo Riverin
downtown Battle Creek enhancing
both its economy and ecology.

In particular, the study would set the
stage for an ecosystem restoration/
river naturalization project to
remove the concrete portions of the
Kalamazoo River through downtown
Battle Creek. Restoring the river
channel from the environmental
impacts of the concrete and the
dam would not only address a wide
variety of fish and wildlife
ecosystems and related
environmental issues, but it would
also increase recreational
opportunities, improve pedestrian
access, and connect the downtown
with the surrounding businesses and
neighborhoods to spur economic
opportunities in and around the
downtown Battle Creek community.

A statement released by Rep.
Huizenga’s office said, “By
authorizing studies for Battle Creek,
Holland, Kalamazoo, and St. Joe, the
Army Corps of Engineers can
strengthen the local economy,
enhance recreational opportunities,
and take steps to mitigate and
address urban flooding across
Southwest Michigan.”

“BCFR” cont’d from page 4

',@‘ BC FOOD

food entrepreneurs. Participants will learn from
industry experts and gain practical insights into
operations, marketing, and finance. Presented by the
Small Business Development Center (SBDC) in
partnership with BCFR, we are thrilled to continue this
series. We cannot wait to see how each of you take the
next step in building your thriving food business.

¢

Attendees at the first "Recipe for Success"
Spring session held on February 18, 2025

FOUNDER COHORT

BCFR is partnering with JPG Resources on the Founder
Cohort Program. This initiative is for the leaders of
food companies who have launched their business
and are looking to take it to the next level. The program
is led by industry experts who have scaled some of the
most successful F&B brands. This is a 6-month
program, which meets biweekly online. It provides
invaluable networking and personalized advising
services. To learn more, visit jpgresources.com

SAVE THE DATE

The next What's Cookin’ in BC
event will be on Wednesday,
March 12 at Café Rica. To
RSVP, or to learn more about
BCFR’s programs, visit
BCFood.org or contact
Gabriela Perez-Herandez,
BCFR Director, at
perez@bcunlimited.org.

@

®

Natural Resources Survey

The Calhoun Conservation District is looking for public
input on natural resources in Calhoun County. The
Conservation District is one of the partners on the
Kalamazoo River naturalization effort. Respondents
will be eligible to receive a free white '
pine seedling at the District’s annual
tree sale held at the Calhoun County
Fairgrounds on April 18. The survey is
online here: www.calhouncd.org



https://content.jpgresources.com/founder-cohorts-overview?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9VEJ5Kkm-6rZiYVW0VvU7wVHkuqa_tpF-0Ory17ThVzYiY0HkmMgfGXekmUNG02F7xDdgGuN8SxLMMaJTOc5Imfx2tsQ&_hsmi=345173200&utm_content=345173200&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.bcfood.org/
mailto:perez@bcunlimited.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfS_LxUwejZNs0Fo71sF6u6cLhfU02Wf_G4Nhk0Oq6BIDQakA/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfS_LxUwejZNs0Fo71sF6u6cLhfU02Wf_G4Nhk0Oq6BIDQakA/viewform?pli=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/whats-cookin-bc-tickets-1256510168739?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfS_LxUwejZNs0Fo71sF6u6cLhfU02Wf_G4Nhk0Oq6BIDQakA/viewform?pli=1

“KCC” cont’d from Page 1

Our bold strategy is designed to develop
and deliver talent specific to Michigan’s
new, tech-forward economy in areas
where we have the most opportunity to
grow advanced manufacturing — areas
like electric vehicles, mobility and
semiconductors.”

The MEDC awarded $3.5 million to KCC.
Funds will be used to purchase new
equipment, provide customized training,
hire career coaches and work directly with
employer partners, including Ford Motor
Co.’s BlueOval Battery Park Michigan in
Marshall and DENSO in Battle Creek, to
train incumbent workers and job seekers.
Funds will also be used to strengthen
student pipelines among KCC, K-12 school
districts, and local employment
opportunities. KCC serves Barry, Branch,
and Calhoun counties.

The MEDC’s grants to WMU and KCC are
part of a combined $30 million which the
state has invested in Michigan’s higher
education institutions that are working
with advanced manufacturing employers
to design and deliver a curriculum that
prepares students for in-demand mobility-
related careers. At KCC, the funds will be
used to retool and reimagine the KCC
Advanced Manufacturing Assembly
Training program to align with current and
future industry manufacturing standards
and meet the needs of employer partners.

KCC will be the first college in the United
States to use an enterprise system

with FANUC’s CRX-5iA Collaborative
Robots, the newest model of industrial
robotic arms from FANUC. While the
system can be used like a standard

industrial robot, it also offers an all-new
FANUC programming interface with drag-
and-drop technology on a touchscreen.

“These investments are about more than
technology. They’re about preparing our
communities in Calhoun, Barry, and
Branch counties for a brighter, more
prosperous future,” said Dr. Paul Watson,
President of Kellogg Community College.

“Together, we are building the skilled
workforce needed to meet the demands of
the advanced manufacturing industry and
ensuring our region remains at the
forefront of innovation. KCC is grateful for
strong partnerships with Ford, DENSO,
and the MEDC,” Watson said. “We look
forward to putting these partnerships to
work, literally, for current and future KCC
students and trainees for many years to
come.”

KCC'’s cutting-edge program, Kellogg
Advanced Manufacturing Industry 4.0, is
designed to accomplish two goals: 1)
Upskill the incumbent workforce of KCC’s
employer partners to meet their needs as
they transition to EV manufacturing, and 2)
Increase the number of work-ready
candidates in the local talent pipeline
through comprehensive training in
advanced manufacturing processes.

“We appreciate KCC and the MEDC'’s
continued support of skilled trades and
advanced manufacturing training,” said
Todd Greer, Vice President of
Manufacturing at DENSO’s Battle Creek
facility. “This programming not only
supports our ongoing efforts to upskill our
teams, but also helps give people the tools
they need to grow a manufacturing career
in Michigan — benefitting the local

workforce, our industry and our
communities.”

Once individuals are identified and
referred to KCC for additional training,
career coaches will support students who
have life challenges by providing barrier
removal assistance. These life challenges
may include tuition needs, child care, food
insecurity, and transportation.

Ford will use both a local and regional
approach tofillits 1,700 anticipated

new jobs. Those positions include
production, electrical, mechanical,
engineering, logistics, and material
handling. Ford hopes to create a talent
pipeline in Calhoun County, with a special
focus on rural communities and
underrepresented populations.

KCC will also utilize career coaches to
work closely with Michigan Works!
Southwest and other local stakeholders to
identify individuals in underrepresented
communities who will benefit from the pre-
hire and new-hire training developed to
support the Ford project.

The MEDC and WMU also announced a
strategic investment of almost $700,000
which will help WMU develop a robust
talent pipeline for Michigan’s advanced
manufacturing sector, with the goal of
filling the talent gap focused on
semiconductors and EVs. The WMU
programs will be guided by input from
industry collaborators and designed for in-
demand priority roles such as electrical
engineer, semiconductor technician and
EV processing technician, ensuring WMU
graduates meet current hiring needs
through in-depth training in areas of
battery technology and semiconductors.

The Battle Creek City Commission recently
approved two new members for the Battle
Creek Tax Increment Finance Authority
(BCTIFA) Board of Directors: Ted Dearing,
Interim City Manager, and Travis Grimsley,
Vice President of Aircraft Services at
Duncan Aviation.

Dearing is a familiar face to many in Battle
Creek. He has been with the City of Battle

Changes to the BCTIFA Board

Creek for almost 18 years, most recently
serving as the Assistant City Manager.
Dearing was named the Interim City
Manager in December 2024. He previously
served as a city commissioner from 1993
to 2000 and was mayor for five years.
Dearing also is a former president of the
Battle Creek Area Chamber of Commerce.

Grimsley is a 20-year veteran of Duncan

Aviation and joins the BCTIFA Board as a
corporate representative. During his
tenure at Duncan, he has led their FBO
Service operation, and has worked directly
with customers on maintenance and
repair projects. Grimsley is an advisor to
Battle Creek Central High School’s Career
Academy program and is an active
member of the Battle Creek Manufacturing
Consortium.




Clark Logic has acquired the building at the
corner of Fritz Keiper Blvd and Denso Road
in the Fort Custer Industrial Park. The
96,000-square foot industrial property was
built in 1988 and was previously occupied
by Toyota Tsusho. Clark Logic, based in
Portage, Michigan, provides warehousing,
distribution and fulfillment services to a
wide variety of regional clients.

Clark Logic Acquires Fort Custer Warehouse Property

This is the company’s second property in
the Fort Custer Industrial Park. Clark Logic
acquired the 90,000-square foot facility at
5251 Wayne Road in late 2023. The new
building gives them expanded capacity to
meet the growing demand for warehouse
space.

Visit clarklogic.com to learn more.

CLARK
LOGIS

Supply chain management firm Bay
Logistics has established a new
distribution center in Battle Creek. The
company, which provides warehousing
and 3rd-party logistics services, recently
acquired the property at 300 Fritz Keiper
Blvd. in the Fort Custer Industrial Park. The
107,560-square foot property sits on 13.8
acres. It was originally occupied by Koyo
Corporation of Japan, which began
operations in 1989. Most recently, the
facility housed DENSO Air Systems.

The facility has state-of-the-art technology
and has ample storage space, allowing for
the efficient handling of a diverse range of
products. The facility is climate controlled,
has multiple exterior and interior docks,
multiple ceiling cranes and 24’ ceilings.

Bay Logistics Opens Distribution Center in Fort Custer

With this expansion, Bay Logistics aims to
strengthen its market presence in the
Midwest, tapping into the area’s growing
demand for logistics and distribution
services. The move not only reflects Bay
Logistics’s commitment to growth and
innovation but also positions it to meet the
evolving needs of its customersin an
increasingly competitive landscape.

With quick access to major highways and
rail networks, the Battle Creek location
offers access to making it an ideal hub for
both inbound and outbound logistics
operations. This strategic advantage will
allow Bay Logistics to optimize its
transportation routes, reduce shipping
costs, and enhance overall service
delivery.

As the company continues to expand its
footprint, the Battle Creek distribution
center will play a crucial role in supporting
its long-term growth objectives and
reinforcing its reputation as a leader in the
logistics industry.

For more information about Bay Logistics,
visit baylogistics.com

Congratulations to Kellanova, which was
recognized by Fortune Magazine in its
January 2025 edition as one of the World's
Most Admired Companies. Inclusion on
this prestigious list underscores
Kellanova's commitment to excellence,
innovation, and social responsibility.

Kellanova was ranked 6th in the consumer
food products category in 2025, improving
from its 7th place ranking in 2024. The
company joins an elite group of food
producers including Nestle, PepsiCo,
Mondelez, General Mills, Danone, Hormel
Foods, Kraft Heinz, and Conagra Brands.
These organizations are all shaping future
of food.

Fortune's annual World's Most Admired

Kellanova Honored as One of the World’s Most Admired Companies

Companies listis a highly anticipated
benchmark of corporate reputation and
leadership. The list is compiled from the
650 highest-revenue companies,
representing 51 industries across 30
countries. Industry experts are then invited
to evaluate their peers based on key
attributes of reputation including:

e Innovation

e People management

e Use of corporate assets

e Social responsibility

e Quality of management

e Financial soundness

e Long-term investment value

Quality of products and services
e Global competitiveness

Companies on Fortune’s list have
demonstrated outstanding performance
across these metrics, distinguishing
themselves as leaders in their fields.

"Being named one of Fortune's World's
Most Admired Companies is a tremendous
honor that reflects the hard work,
creativity, and dedication of our global
team," said Melissa Howell, Chief Global
Human Resources Officer. "We are
committed to delivering exceptional
products while making a positive impact
on the world. This recognition motivates us
to continue innovating, investing in our
people, and leading with purpose.”

Battle Creek is proud of Kellanova and its
long history here in the Cereal City.
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will build a new $12 million manufacturing facility at
the Battle Creek Executive Airport and create 40
new jobs. This is especially exciting as we work to
grow the Aviation & Defense industry in Battle
Creek. Clark Logic and Bay Logistics also recently
acquired buildings in the Fort Custer Industrial Park.
With these acquisitions, the inventory of available
buildings in the industrial park is at an all-time low,
with only one small building on the market.

On the community development front, BCU is
working with local partners and stakeholders on a
plan to add new housing. This includes developing a
toolbox with support to help housing developers
address local needs. There are several projects
currently in the works; if all projects were to come to
fruition, as many as 400 units of housing could be
added in the coming years. The ongoing effort to
naturalize the Kalamazoo River in downtown Battle
Creek is picking up speed. Crews will soon finish the
demolition of the Graphic Packaging facility on
Fountain Street, with grass to be planted on the lot
in the spring.

| am also excited to see several new restaurants
coming to Battle Creek. A Wingstop will soon open
on Beckley Road. Across the street, work is ongoing
on a new Jersey Mike’s Sub shop. At Lakeview
Square Mall, crews are busy building the Olive
Garden, which will open later this year. Nearby,
construction is expected to begin soon on the Texas
Roadhouse. These new options are a welcome
addition to Battle Creek. They are also an important
indicator of the region’s economic health. These
kinds of companies use sophisticated analytics to
determine where to invest. Itis a sign of growth and
confidence in Battle Creek that national brands are
setting up operations here.

Allin all, 2025 is off to a great start!

Contact BCU

Battle Creek Unlimited (BCU) is focused on investment generation and
job creation in Battle Creek, Michigan. BCU works closely with
community partners to attract new companies to the Battle Creek region
while also supporting the growth of existing companies. BCU was
established in 1972 to develop the Fort Custer Industrial Park (FCIP), the
largest industrial park in Michigan. Today the FCIP is home to nearly 90
companies, including 25 international organizations, which collectively
employ more than 13,000 people. The FCIP covers more than 3,000
acres, with over 1,000 acres available for development, and offers
convenient access to rail, air cargo, interstate and international trade
highways as well as an international port of entry and a Foreign-Trade
Zone.

Battle Creek Unlimited Follow BCU online:

www.bcunlimited.org

4950 W. Dickman Road, Suite 1 'i y m
Battle Creek, MI 49037

TEL 269-962-7526

Email comments, questions or suggestions to:
BCUnewsletter@bcunlimited.org

BCU Out & About

BCU President & CEO Joe Sobieralski,

Vice President Robert Corder, and g -
Japan Advisor Ken Masumoto attended ,lr ‘ ﬂl ‘¢‘ 1’

the Battle Creek Japan Club’s annual
New Year Party on Saturday, January
18 at the DoubleTree by Hilton. Before
the event, the BCU team met with
Hajime Kishimori, the new Consul
General of Japan in Detroit, who
arrived in Michigan in early December.
Staff briefed Consul General Kishimori
on BCU’s mission and history with
Japan.

ABOVE (left to right): Ken Masumoto,
Consul Takeshi Hamada, Joe
Sobieralski, Consul General Hajime
Kishimori, and Robert Corder.

RIGHT: As part of his remarks, Consul
General Kishimori showed off the
Handmap Brewing scarf which the BCU
team presented him.

The following week, the BCU team traveled to Novi for the Japan
Business Society of Detroit’s New Year Party. Battle Creek Mayor
Mark Behnke joined the group. Michigan Lt. Governor Garland
Gilchrest (center) and Consul General Kishimori (left) share a
moment with Mayor Behnke during the event.
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