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BATTLE CREEK LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY 
Monday, November 18, 2024 

 
At the regular meeting of the Battle Creek Local Development Finance Authority (BCLDFA) held on 
Monday, November 18, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. at the Frederick R. Brydges Customs Cargo Center, BCU 
Board Room. The following individuals were in attendance:  Messrs. Christensen and Morehart and 
Mmes. Fleury, Stewart, and White.  
 
Absent: Ms. Reynolds.  
 
Also, in attendance were: Messrs. Claywell, Corder, Dearing, Hodge, Hughes, Smith, Sobieralski, ter 
Avest, Weaver, Wilson, and Mmes. Christensen, Darner, Jones, Par, Visger, Woodin, and Young. 
 
Dr. White called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. Roll call of attendance was recorded.  
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBER 
 
Dr. White welcomed new Board member Albert Morehart to the BCLDFA Board. Mr. Morehart is 
representing the BCLDFA as the Calhoun County Commissioner and is also a local real-estate agent. 
Introductions were made around the room.  
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR MINUTES 
 
MOTION: Mr. Christensen moved that the Battle Creek Local Development Finance Authority 

Board of Directors approve the minutes of the August 19, 2024, regular meeting as 
presented. Ms. Stewart supported the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
ACCEPT ROD CHRISTENSEN BOARD RESIGNATION 
 
A letter of resignation was received from Rod Christensen effective after this meeting. Mr. Christensen 
served 14 years on the Board. Mr. Christensen will be retiring from Duncan Aviation in December and 
will no longer be eligible to be a Board member. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Christensen moved that the Battle Creek Local Development Finance Authority Board 

of Directors accept Rod Christensen resignation as presented. Ms. Fleury supported the 
motion, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
Mr. Christensen was congratulated, wished well on his retirement, and thanked for his service on the 

Board. 

ACCEPT REBECCA FLEURY BOARD RESIGNATION 
 
A letter of resignation was received from Rebecca Fleury effective November 30, 2024. Ms. Fleury is 
retiring as the longest-serving City Manager, serving 10 years. 
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MOTION: Ms. Fleury moved that the Battle Creek Local Development Finance Authority Board of 
Directors accept Rebecca Fleury resignation as presented. Ms. Stewart supported the 
motion, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
Ms. Fleury was congratulated, wished well on her retirement, and thanked for her service on the 

Board. 

 
PROSPECT/PROJECT DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
 
Mr. Corder reported on the following: 
 
Site Readiness Grant $200,000 – BCU received a grant for a Phase 1 and/or Phase 2 Environmental Study 
for some BCTIFA-owned properties along West Columbia Avenue. MEDC has not dispersed the grant 
funding to date. This site has recently been submitted for a life sciences prospect seeking 100+ acres. 
BCU is actively marketing the site. 
 
Watkins Road Spec Buildings – Phase I included 250,000 sq. ft. of space and Phase II will be another 
250,000 sq. ft. of space. There is a prospect looking at the second spec building for manufacturing use 
and they are interested in purchasing the building. The first building is being subleased to a company.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
 
Dr. Smith stated that he appreciated Ms. Fleury for her time when he returned to Battle Creek.  
 
Departing board members Rod Christensen and Rebecca Fleury were thanked for their years of service 
and dedication to the Board. A reception was held after the meetings.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
No comments were made. 
 
ADJOURN MEETING 
 
MOTION: Mr. Christensen moved that the Battle Creek Local Development Finance Authority Board 

of Directors approved to adjourn the regular meeting. Ms. Fleury supported the motion, 
and it was unanimously approved.  

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:09 p.m. 
 


