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After four years, the DoubleTree
Hotel in Battle Creek is finally
open! | am so excited for
everyone in Battle Creek to
experience the property. BCU
hosted the ribbon cutting and
community open house on
Friday, October 18. The hotel is
off to a running start, with lots of
guest stays and events. |
encourage you to check out The
Alloy, the restaurant on the first
floor, and 50 Beacon, the 16th
floor lounge which has some of
the best views of Battle Creek.

In September, | visited
Columbus, Ohio, to attend the
Midwest U.S.-Japan Association
Conference (MUJAC). This
annual conference brings
together business and
government leaders from Japan
and the Midwest. Meetings
alternate between Tokyo and the
U.S. | attended the event with

From the President’s Desk

BCU Vice President Robert
Corder and our Japan Advisor
Ken Masumoto.

On the way home, we visited the
National Advanced Air Mobility
Center of Excellence (NAAMCE)
in Springfield, Ohio. Springfield is
very similar in size and
demographics to Battle Creek.
Just like us, they are working to
attract advanced air mobility
companies. The 178th Wing of
the Ohio National Guard is
based at Springfield’s Beckley
Airport and operates the MQ-9
remotely, just like Battle Creek’s
110th Wing. Construction on the
NAAMCE began in 2022, with the
facility officially openingin
September 2023. Funding for the
30,000 square foot facility was
provided by the Defense
Department’s Community
Infrastructure Pilot Program, as
well as JobsOhio and the City

of Springfield. The center
provides hangar space as well as
office space for AAM companies

See “President’s Desk” on Page 8

DoubleTree by Hilton Battle
Creek Opens to Great Fanfare

Friday, October 18 was a red
letter day for Battle Creek, as
we cut the ribbon on the new
DoubleTree by Hilton Battle
Creek. Four years after Battle
Creek Unlimited (BCU)
assumed ownership of the
property through 50 Capital
Avenue Development Corp.,
downtown Battle Creek is
once again home to a world
class full-service hotel.

for its leadership and
persistence.

Mr. Sobieralski then took to
the podium. In his remarks, he
called the new hotel “a
gathering spot, a show piece,
and a point of pride for the
community. We are excited to
bring it to fruition and share it
with not only the local
community but with people
from all over the state. We
want people to come and take
a new look at Battle Creek...
We want to hold conventions
here. We want to bring
outsiders in, to push them out
into the downtown and spend
their disposable dollars.

And what a wonderful day it
was! With lots of sunshine and
clear blue skies, the
celebration kicked off with
remarks from BCU Board
Chair Erick Stewart, who
thanked everyone for coming

and applauded the BCU team
See “Hotel” on page 6

Musashi Energy Solutions
Expands in Battle Creek

The event brought together
several distinguished guests,
including Yusuke Shindo,
Consul General of Japanin
Detroit; Joe Sobieralski,
President & CEO of Battle
Creek Unlimited; and Mark
Behnke, Mayor of Battle
Creek. Offering welcoming
remarks were Haru Otsuka,
Senior Managing Executive
Officer for Musashi Seimitsu
Industry Co., Ltd., and CEO of
the Americas, and Frank
Delattre, President of MES—-
Americas.

Musashi Energy Solutions
(MES), a leading innovator in
energy storage technologies,
celebrated the grand opening
of its expanded Battle Creek
facility with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony on November 8,
2024. Held at the company’s
Brydges Drive location, the
event marks the completion of
a significant renovation to
accommodate new
capabilities in the design,
testing, and manufacturing of
hybrid supercapacitors
(HSCs), a critical component
in the company’s cutting-edge

energy storage solutions. See “Musashi” on page 5




Battle Creek Hosts Michigan Women’s Commission

Battle Creek hosted the Michigan Women’s Commission (MWC)  The MWC was created by statute in 1968. It is comprised of 15
for a series of events recently. In the evening on Monday, October members are appointed by the Governor and serve three-year

21, a Community Reception and Networking Event was held in terms. Commission duties include reviewing the status of women
partnership with Kellanova, WK Kellogg Co, and the Battle Creek  in Michigan, directing attention to critical problems confronting
Community Foundation. The event celebrated women leaders women, and recognizing women's accomplishments and

and allies in the community. It featured a fireside chat with La contributions to Michigan.

June Montgomery Tabron, CEO of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation,
moderated by Commissioner Dr. Tracy Joshua, Vice Presidentof  To learn more about the MWC, visit www.michigan.gov/mwc
External Supply Chain at Kellanova.

On Tuesday, October 22, the MWC held a roundtable event
organized by Kellanova & WK Kellogg Co, focusing on corporate
initiatives and resources for women. The roundtable included Dr.
Tracy Joshua from Kellanova; Sherry Brice, Chief Supply Chain
Officer at WK Kellogg Co; Brianna Franks, Senior Director for
North America Engineering at Kellanova; Evelyn Parks, Global Vice
President, Global for Environmental, Health & Safety at Kellanova,
and Jaime Halprin-Oesch, Director for Digital Consumer
Experience at Kellanova, and Dr. Kimberly Carter, Superintendent,
Battle Creek Public Schools. Following the roundtable event, the
MWC held their public meeting, which featured guest

speakers Ida Byrd-Hill, Chief Executive Officer of Automation v
Workz and Amy Helner, HR Director at the Ford BlueOval Battery The MWC roundtable panelists pose for a photo after their
Park under construction in Marshall. session at the DoubleTree by Hilton Battle Creek in October.

Battle Creek Picked for Community ||MICH-AIR at UAS Summit

H Robert Corder, BCU’s Vice President for Attraction
Development Fellowshi ' ’
evelo p e ellows p attended the UAS Summit in September. The annual event,
The City of Battle Creek was recently selected for the Community held in Grand Forks, North Dakota, focuses on the
Economic Development Association of Michigan (CEDAM) commercial, military, and government applications for
Community Development Fellowship program. A Community unmanned aerial systems. Mr. Corder participated in a
Development Fellow will start working in Battle Creek in January on panel discussion titled “State/AAM Frameworks and Future
several community economic development projects. Planning Governance.” The session was organized by North
) o Dakota’s Northern Plains UAS Test Site (NPUASTS) and
CEDAM manages the Community Development Fellowship with included representatives from North Dakota, Texas,
support from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation Tennessee, and Washington, DC.

(MEDC). Fellows are placed in communities engaged or certified in
Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) for fifteen months and
work on a variety of projects to expand organizational capacity,

increase local collaboration, and remove barriers to development.

"summn@

Battle Creek is proud to join this initiative, aiming to build a stronger
community through this fellowship, said Marcie Gillette, community
services director for Battle Creek. “This is a win-win opportunity

for fellows and communities,” she said.

Since its inception, 40 Community Development Fellows have made
significant contributions to their host communities. Battle Creek’s
fellow will work on collecting data for the City’s housing needs
assessment, develop the sub-area plan for the business corridor,
create web-based business resource guides, and participate public
engagement for the 5-year consolidated plan.

BCU’s Robert Corder (center) at the UAS Summitin
Grand Forks, North Dakota in September.



https://www.michigan.gov/mwc

Duncan Aviation Receives Michigan Works! Employer of the Year

In September, Duncan Aviation received the 2024 Employer of the to showcase the aviation industry. Alongside Michigan Works!
Year Award at the Annual Michigan Works! Conference. The award Southwest and local training partners, Duncan Aviation has been
highlights the company that, in partnership with a Michigan anincredible work-based learning partner, and many local
Works! Agency, goes beyond the call of duty, continuously students have also benefitted from Duncan Aviation’s annual
contributing to local job-placement, and promoting educationto  scholarship awards.
maintain a skilled workforce.

Equally important is Duncan’s relentless commitment to

Duncan Aviation is the largest privately owned business jet employee retention through their engagement in the Employer
service provider in the world, and has a large facility at the Battle = Resource Network, helping employees navigate barriers affecting
Creek Executive Airport. The company has proven to be a their work, and their investment in Pulse childcare initiatives to
champion employer committed to job quality in Southwest address the childcare crisis. Duncan Aviation has established
Michigan. relationships with multiple community groups, including Voces

and the Burma Center, providing recruitment opportunities for
“Duncan Aviation is a dedicated partner and community leader, employment, and lending expertise for the Burma Center’s
and it has been my pleasure to work with their team throughout Capital Campaign Committee.
the years,” said Ashley lovieno, Director of Business Solutions for
Michigan Works! Southwest, “Duncan continues to demonstrate = Duncan Aviation and its employees have demonstrated
what it means to provide quality jobs with a strong and healthy commitment and leadership in the community by investing
culture for their employees. Congratulations, Duncan Aviation, | resources, time, and leadership where they live, work, and play.
look forward to our continued partnership in the years to come!

Talent development is demonstrated through Duncan’s HR
Manager, Liz Van Dussen’s participation on the Michigan Works!
Southwest Workforce Development Board; extensive engagement
by hosting numerous workforce development meetings at
Duncan, along with providing company tours; and their
involvement in numerous community initiatives to address
workforce issues such as childcare and youth work experience.

A variety of career exploration strategies are utilized to support
Duncan’s efforts in talent development, including a video created
in partnership with Michigan Works! Southwest, highlighting
careers in Information Technology at Duncan Aviation,
participation in industry tours for students, and utilization of a
flight simulator at MiCareerQuest and Manufacturing Day events

Duncan Aviation’s COO Andy Richards (center) poses with
his team and representatives from Michigan Works! at the
Employer of the Year award ceremony.

DENSO Completes $4.4 Million Compressed Air Project

Updated system offers significant energy efficiency, sustainability gains at thermal manufacturing facility in Battle Creek

Congratulations to DENSO on the “To create a greener future, itrequiresthe  that comes to mind,” said ESG President
completion of their project to replace the collaboration of many,” said Todd Greer, Steve Craig. “But in a manufacturing
compressed air systems at its thermal Vice President of Manufacturing at environment, improvements in this area
manufacturing facility in Battle Creek. The DENSOQO’s Battle Creek facility. “That’s why  can significantly enhance an operation’s
$4.4 million project represents DENSO’s we are so appreciative of ESG and eco-friendliness. We’re proud to be part of
largest green investment in its North Consumers Energy’s support. Together, we DENSO’s green journey.”
American operations this year to date. were able to harness our collective know-

how for maximum sustainability impact. Consumers Energy’s supportis the utility’s

DENSO worked with Indiana-based Energy Activities like this are what drive us closer  latest collaboration with DENSO. In April
Systems Group (ESG) on the project, which to our goal of becoming carbon neutralby 2023, DENSO’s Battle Creek thermal

will reduce carbon output by 3,110 metric  2035.” facility joined the Consumers Energy

tons per year, equivalent to the amount of Renewable Energy Program.

electricity used in more than 700 homes “When thinking about sustainability,

annually. Consumers Energy contributed improving the management of compressed See “DENSO” on page 5
more than $493,000 to the initiative. air systems may not be the first solution




Sayonara Consul General Shindo

In November, representatives from Battle Creek attended a farewell
reception for Yusuke Shindo, the Consul General of Japan in Detroit.
Consul General Shindo arrived in Michigan in July 2021 and was a
strong supporter of Battle Creek’s Japan community. The BCU team
were frequent guests at events hosted at his official residence in
Bloomfield Hills. We wish Consul General Shindo safe travels and
continued success as he returns to Japan and heads off to his next
assignment.

ABOVE: At Consul General Shindo’s farewell reception, Battle Creek
Mayor Mark Behnke presented him with a key to the city.

BELOW: The BCU team poses with Consul General Shindo, his wife
Seiko, and Mayor Behnke.

In memoriam: Al Binger (1933-2024)
and Viola Johnson (1929-2024)

BCU wishes to extend its condolences to the families of Al Binger
and Viola Johnson, who recently passed away. Mr. Binger and Ms.
Johnson were dedicated public servants and strong supporters of
BCU’s mission.

After 33 years at Alro Steel, Mr. Binger founded Binger Shipping
Supplies in 1988 with his son Tim. He served on the BCU Board of
Directors from 1987-2009 as well as the BCU’s Development Review
Board. Mr. Binger was 91 at the time of his death in August.

Ms. Johnson passed away in June at the age of 94. After graduating
from Louisiana’s Southern University, she joined the Veteran’s
Administration (VA) in 1952. In 1984, Ms. Johnson became the first
African American woman to lead a VA hospital when she was named
director of the Battle Creek VA Medical Center. Ms. Johnson served
on BCU’s Board from 1987 to June 1990.

Food Reimagined Update

Battle Creek Food Prize 2024 was a tremendous success! For

the second time, the event was held at Kellogg Arena in
downtown Battle Creek. Congratulations to all of the amazing
participants who made this event unforgettable. The event
awarded more than $45,000 in funding and technical support
to local food entrepreneurs. Shoutout to all of our incredible

CATERING / RESTAURANTS

1% Place $10,000 Rock N Roll Creamery

2" place $7,000 Mitts 2 Pits Catering LLC

3" Place $3,000 BCBoba

Technical Assistance  $2,500 Emelander Family Farm & Farm 2 Fork
Technical Assistance  $1,000 Lone Star Lemonade

Technical Assistance  $500 Lady Gumbo

FOOD MANUFACTURING

1* Place $10,000 Eat Food With Happiness

2" place $7,000  Super Cookie

3" Place $3,000 The Missing Link Carts & Catering
Technical Assistance  $2,500 Thickum’s Sweet’s

Technical Assistance  $1,250 DelectAble Treats and Sweets

Food Prize would not have been possible without our
Platinum Sponsor, Kellogg Community Credit Union. Thanks
to KCCU and all our partners, including Sprout, Small
Business Battle Creek, Penetrator Events, Kellogg Arena,
Uproot Market & Eatery, Taste The Local Difference, Battle
Creek Community Foundation, the Binda Foundation, and
The M Group! Here’s to more delicious moments ahead!

Jonah Hurtado-Macias Joins Food Reimagined
In October, Jonah Hurtado-Macias joined
BCFR as Program and Events Coordinator.
Hurtado-Macias is a Battle Creek native
and attended Grand Valley State
University where he earned a BAin
Business Administration. While in school,
Hurtado-Macias interned with the Battle
Creek Area Chamber of Commerce.
Welcome to the team!

New Programs from BCFR

In October, BCFR, partnered with the Michigan Small
Business Development Center (SBDC) on a training series
called “Recipe for Success.” This 8-week educational
program is aimed at mobile food businesses and restaurants.

See “BCFR Desk” on Page 5




Musashi cont’d from page 1

In his remarks, Consul General Shindo congratulated MES on the
expansion and its significance in the enduring partnership
between Michigan and Musashi, a company renowned for its
innovation and commitment to excellence. With over 40 years of
contributions to Michigan’s economy, Musashi stands as a key
player in the automotive, mobility, and energy sectors.

BCU'’s Sobieralski noted, “This is an exciting addition to Battle
Creek and the Fort Custer Industrial Park. | want to thank Musashi
for its continued investment in our community. We appreciate
your commitment to Battle Creek and wish you many years of
prosperity. Know that as this business grows and you outgrow this
facility, as | am certain you will, we have space ready for you here
in the Fort Custer Industrial Park for the Musashi’s next big
dream.”

MES-Americas President Frank DeLattre added, “As one of Battle
Creek’s long-standing employers, we are thrilled to unveil this
next chapter in Musashi’s commitment to both innovation and
community growth. This expansion allows us to continue
delivering groundbreaking energy storage technologies that will
play a crucial role in powering data centers, critical infrastructure,
and sustainable energy projects across North America. We’re
excited to share this milestone with the local community and look
forward to the opportunities ahead.”

The expanded facility features state-of-the-art equipment for
testing and assembly of HSC cells, a demonstration center for the
firm’s new ESS400 Energy Storage Systems, and a dedicated
space for ongoing research and development. These
advancements will support the growing demand for reliable
energy storage in mission-critical applications, including Al-driven
data centers, hospitals, and renewable energy systems.

As the demand for energy storage solutions grows, Musashi is
poised to play a critical role in meeting that need. According to the
research firm MarketsandMarkets, the global market for energy
storage systems is expected to reach $26 billion by 2029, driven
by advancements in technology and the increasing reliance on
renewable energy sources. This growth aligns with projections for
the U.S. data center market, which is forecast to reach $71.67
billion by 2034, creating significant opportunities for Musashi’s
innovative solutions.

In 2023, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and officials from the MEDC met
with Musashi executives in Japan to strengthen the company’s
partnership with the State of Michigan, an effort that continues to
bear fruit with this expansion.

Cutting the ribbon at the expanded Musashi facility (L to R): Joe
Sobieralski, BCU President & CEO; Yusuke Shindo, Consul
General of Japan in Detroit; Haru Otsuka, Senior Managing
Executive Officer for Musashi Seimitsu Industry Co., Ltd., and
CEO of the Americas; and Frank DelLattre, President of Musashi
Energy Solutions — Americas.

BCFR cont’d from page 4

BCFR is also partnering with Battle Creek’s JPG Resources on
a 6-month program for emerging food & beverage companies
seeking to scale their business. The cohort is led by industry
leaders who have successfully scaled brands in the food and
beverage sector. If you are interested in participating, visit
www.bcfood.org/education or contact BCFR at
info@bcfood.org for more details.

What’s Cookin’ BC - Monday, December 9

Join BCFR on Monday, December 9 for its final What’s
Cookin’ event of the year, to be held from 3:00 to 6:00 P.M. at
the DoubleTree Hotel downtown. The session, titled From
Kitchen to Market: Resources for Food Entrepreneurs, will
feature a guest speaker from the Food Finance Institute.
Attendees will learn how to access funding, mentorship, and
services to help grow your business The event is free but
advance registration is required. Register online here:
tinyurl.com/5d4c45m6

DENSO cont’d from page 5 Michigan.”

This included agreeing to match
the site’s electricity use with
wind and solar energy developed
by Consumers Energy in
Michigan, supporting the energy
provider’s Clean Energy Plan.

DENSQO’s sustainability focus in
Battle Creek extends beyond its
operations. In 2023, the
company announced a $63
million investment in the thermal
facility to retool production lines
and accommodate more
products that support electrified
vehicles.

“We applaud DENSO and ESG
for their commitment to
contributing to a cleaner
planet,” said Lauren Snyder,
Consumers Energy’s Vice
President of Customer
Experience. “Projects like these
provide a clear example of how
businesses can reduce costs
and put people to work while
making decisions that benefit
the community and all of

DENSO is among the largest
employers in Battle Creek,
producing heating and cooling
technology for thousands of
vehicles built in North America.
One in four vehicles made in the
U.S. contains a part produced by
DENSO in Battle Creek.



https://www.bcfood.org/education
mailto:info@bcfood.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/from-kitchen-to-market-resources-for-food-entrepreneurs-tickets-1087428841939

Hotel cont’d from page 1

That’s what we really mean by the economic
engine. This momentum is going to continue in
Battle Creek.” He went on to explain that facility
will serve as a teaching hotel, with BCU
partnering with educational and community
stakeholders to create a “hospitality training
ground,” which will provide training for careers in
hospitality and culinary arts. The facility’s
classroom will also provide English as a second
language courses.

Mr. Sobieralski was followed by La June
Montgomery Tabron, President and CEO of the
W.K. Kellogg Foundation, which helped to
finance the project. Other speakers included
Pete Beukema, founder and CEO of 6PM
Hospitality, which will manage the hotel under a
contract with BCU; Battle Creek Mayor Mark
Behnke, who offered his congratulations; and
Kathy George, the new General Manager who will
manage the day-to-day operations of the facility.
Tricia Shangle, Director of Owner Relations at
Hilton Worldwide, also attended the event.

The facility originally opened in 1981 as the
Stouffer Battle Creek Hotel. It is adjacent to the
Kellogg Arena, a 6,000 seat multiuse facility.
After the hotel closed in 2019 due to code issues,
BCU acquired the property. Financing for the $75
million project was generously provided by state
and local partners, as well as philanthropic
organizations. The project included the demolish
of the adjoining 2-story retail space. The 16-story
building now features:

e 247 upgraded hotel rooms with city views

¢ Anindoor pool, hot tub, and fitness center

e Remodeled ballroom

e Meeting and conference rooms

e “The Alloy,” a casual restaurant known for

hearty meals and welcoming atmosphere
e “50Beacon,” cocktail lounge on the 16th
floor with an artisanal small plate menu
e “ReVus,” the hotel’s first floor cocktail bar
e Anew atrium and outdoor green space

The DoubleTree by Hilton Battle Creek is
expected to be a catalyst for future growth and
development. It will serve an epicenter of
business, attracting people to places downtown
like Kellogg Arena, Kellogg Auditorium, the Rink
as well as stores and restaurants downtown.

We look forward to welcoming you to the new
DoubleTree by Hilton Battle Creek.

DOUBLETREE

by Hilton

ABOVE: BCU’s Joe Sobieralski and La June Montgomery Tabron from the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation cut the ribbon on the DoubleTree by Hilton Battle Creek.
BELOW: The event attracted a large crowed eager to see the new facility.

ABOVE, LEFT: BCU Board Chair Erick Stewart; CENTER: BCU President & CEO
Joe Sobieralski; RIGHT: W.K. Kellogg Foundation President and CEO La June
Montgomery Tabron

BELOW: Pete Beukema of 6PM Hospitality, La June Montgomery Tabron, and Joe
Sobieralski enjoy Erick Stewart’s remarks.




BCU Congratulates Rebecca Fleury on her Retirement

In August, Battle Creek City Manager the Battle Creek Local Development goals would not have been possible
Rebecca Fleury announced her intent to Finance Authority (BCLDFA), the Battle without supportive city commissions and
retire. Her official last day will be Friday, Creek Brownfield Redevelopment an amazing city staff. There is much value
November 29. Ms. Fleury joined the City of Authority, and 50 Capital Ave. in longevity and consistency in the city
Battle Creek in October 2014 and is the Development Corporation. manager’s role, and | hope that the next
city’s longest serving city manager to date. city manager serves longer than me.”
She was also the city’s first female city In her letter to the City Commission, Ms.

manager. Fleury said, “I look around and see a Assistant City Manager Ted Dearing will

different Battle Creek than when | started  serve as Interim City Manager while the
As City Manager, Ms. Fleury worked closely — something I’m proud to have been part  city looks for Ms. Fleury’s successor.

with Battle Creek Unlimited. She was a of. It has been my honor and privilege to
member of the BCU Board of Directors and serve with our current city commission, as BCU congratulates Ms. Fleury on her well-
served on the boards of the Battle Creek  well as previous commissions, in Battle deserved retirement. We wish her well with

Tax Increment Finance Authority (BCTIFA), Creek for the past ten years. Reachingmy  her next chapter.

Changes to BCTIFA and BCLDFA Boards

In November, the Board of Directors for the Battle Creek Tax We thank Mr. Christensen and Ms. Vette for their years of service
Increment Finance Authority (BCTIFA), the Battle Creek Local and look forward to working with Mr. Morehart.

Development Finance Authority (BCLDFA), and the Battle Creek 4 .

Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BCBRA) accepted the i v
resignation of longtime member Rod Christensen. Mr. RS
Christensen began his career in 1984 at Kal-Aero, which was
acquired by Duncan Aircraftin 1998. He joined the boards in
2010.

Joining the BCLDFA Board is Al Morehart. The BCLDFA Board
includes representatives from the State of Michigan, Calhoun
County, and Kellogg Community College. Mr. Morehart was
elected to the Calhoun County Commission in June, taking the
seat formerly held by Kathy Sue Vette, who stepped down after 14
years. As County Commissioner, Ms. Vette also served as a BCTIFA Chair Alana White (left) poses with City Manager Rebecca
member of the BCLDFA. Fleury, Rod Christensen, and BCU President & CEO Joe Sobieralski
following the BCTIFA’s November meeting.

City Seeks Community Input on Housing & Community Development

The City of Battle Creek is calling on neighbors to participateina  The Housing and Community Development Survey is now open to

crucial survey and workshops that will shape the future of the public through Friday, December 27. The survey is available in
community development and housing in Battle Creek. English and Spanish, and a Burmese version will be added

soon. The survey can be found here:
The city reviews its master plan and conducts a needs www.battlecreekmi.gov/181/Community-Development
assessment every five years. The forthcoming update will include
a housing component focused on barriers to developing new Community members are also invited to workshops on the city’s
housing needed for current residents and potential industrial housing and community development needs Thursday,
development employees. December 12, in the Valentine Room of the Kool Family

Community Center, located at 200 W. Michigan Avenue. Two
The assessment will help the city identify priorities for the 2025-  sessions will be held: one from 2:30 to 4:00 P.M. and a second
2029 Consolidated Plan and the housing update to the city’s from 5:30 to 7:00 P.M.
master plan, guiding the allocation of Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnership federal Please mail or deliver handwritten surveys to City Hall, 10 N
dollars. 2024 marks the 50th anniversary of CDBG funding, with Division Street, Room 117, in care of Darcy Schmitt, or email to
the city receiving about $1.2 million annually in CDBG funds and  dcschmitt@battlecreekmi.gov. Please note that the deadline to
$300,000 in HOME funds. complete the survey is Friday, December 27.



https://www.battlecreekmi.gov/181/Community-Development
mailto:dcschmitt@battlecreekmi.gov

President’s Desk cont’d from page 1

companies like Joby, BlueHalo, and Toray Composite
Materials. We met with Rich Fox, the Center’s Executive
Director, and Tom Franzen, the City of Springfield
Assistant City Manager who leads their economic
development efforts. As MICH-AIR continues to develop,
there may be opportunities for collaboration between
Battle Creek and Springfield.

In addition to the DoubleTree, | was pleased to attend two
grand opening events for companies in the Fort Custer
Industrial Park. In October, CSE Morse held an open
house for their new facility on Fritz Keiper Blvd. The
company invested $3.5 million to renovate the building
which formerly housed Marley Precision. It looks brand

BCU Out & About

In early October, BCU’s Urban
Planner Kris Martin hosted a
group of students from Western
Michigan University. The group
was studying the Kalamazoo River
and were eager to learn about
Battle Creek’s river restoration
project. They discussed the
project's projected impact on
Battle Creek in terms of vitality,
growth, and natural spaces. The
river restoration project is a long-
term project and involves several
key partners including the City of
Battle Creek and the US Army
Corps of Engineers.

new and is a great addition to the industrial park.

A week later, Musashi Energy Solutions (MES) cut the
ribbon on their new facility. Musashi Automotive Parts
opened their plant in the industrial park in 1985. MES is a
new venture for Musashi, focused on developing hybrid
supercapacitors. The company set up a demonstration
space and assembly facility inside their Battle Creek
plant. Hybrid supercapacitors are a new and innovative
technology which provide continuous power for facilities
like data centers, hospitals, and universities. With the rise
of Al pushing the growth of data centers, MES is well
positioned to grow.

In November, Matthias Geislinger traveled to Battle Creek from Austria. He
is the third-generation owner of Geislinger Corporation, which manufactures
torsional vibration dampers, couplings, and vibration monitoring systems for
engines and wind turbines. Following meetings with the local executive
team, Mr. Geislinger and his colleagues toured the new DoubleTree Hotel,

While the return of the cold weather means that the end of
the year is near, there is no slow down in sight for the BCU

team. Now that the hotel is open, our focus there shifts to where they said hello to BCU President & CEO Joe Sobieralski and Mayor
hospitality career training component. We are busy with Mark Behnke. Pictured from left to right: Jerry Kleinhenz, CEO of Geislinger
several housing initiatives and continue to make progress Corporation; Joe Sobieralski, Jason Woodard, Plant Manager, Geislinger

on MICH-AIR, our drone park effort. We also have several Corporation; Mayor Mark Behnke; and Matthias Geislinger.

companies considering expansions or new investments in
Battle Creek. Allin all, a busy end to a busy year.

On behalf of everyone from BCU, we wish everyone happy

holidays and a prosperous New Year. BCU Facility Coordinator Aaron

Gibson inspects one of the
saplings recently planted in the
Fort Custer Industrial Park.

Contact BCU

Battle Creek Unlimited (BCU) is focused on investment generation and job
creation in Battle Creek, Michigan. BCU works closely with community partners to
attract new companies to the Battle Creek region while also supporting the growth
of existing companies. BCU was established in 1972 to develop the Fort Custer
Industrial Park (FCIP), the largest industrial park in Michigan. Today the FCIP is
home to nearly 90 companies, including 25 international organizations, which
collectively employ more than 13,000 people. The FCIP covers more than 3,000
acres, with over 1,000 acres available for development, and offers convenient
access to rail, air cargo, interstate and international trade highways as well as an
international port of entry and a Foreign-Trade Zone.

In October, BCU took delivery of a
new Toolcat, which will be a big
help to our facilities team. The
Toolcat will be used to plow the
walking path and help maintain the
industrial park more efficiently.

Battle Creek Unlimited
www.bcunlimited.org

4950 W. Dickman Road, Suite 1
Battle Creek, M1 49037

TEL 269-962-7526 'i y m
Email comments, questions or suggestions to:
BCUnewsletter@bcunlimited.org

Follow BCU online:



https://www.facebook.com/BattleCreekUnlimited/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/battle-creek-unlimited
https://twitter.com/bcunlimited?lang=en
http://www.bcunlimited.org
mailto:BCUnewsletter@bcunlimited.org

