
 
 
 

 
 

It has been said that good work is 
its own reward. And while that 
may be true, it is still nice to be 
recognized from time to time. In 
May, Battle Creek Unlimited (BCU) 
received the Mac Conway Award 
for Excellence in Economic 
Development. This prize is 
awarded by Site Selection 
Magazine and recognizes 
organizations who have had the 
greatest community impact. I 
cannot think of any better award 
for BCU to receive.  

BCU also received an award from 
the Tourism Industry Coalition of 
Michigan (TICOM) in recognition 
for our innovative collaboration on 
the DoubleTree Hotel project. 
Finally, the Battle Creek region 
was recognized by Site Selection 
Magazine in their annual ranking 
of communities as a Top Metro. 
This recognition is a testament to 
all that we have accomplished and 
to the efforts of everyone at BCU 
and our colleagues in Marshall.  
 
On a related note, Battle Creek 
was honored to host the Americas 
Competitiveness Exchange  
 

See “President’s Desk” on Page 6 

In May, Site Selection Magazine 
announced that Battle Creek 
Unlimited (BCU), was 
recognized with the 2024 Mac 
Conway Award for Excellence in 
Economic Development. The 
award, named for Conway Data 
founder Mac Conway, was 
created to “recognize the efforts 
of those who worked tirelessly 
to bring projects large and 
small to their communities.”  
 
Economic development 
organizations who receive the 
award are recognized for their 
diligence in attracting new 
projects of all sizes to their 
communities for the greater 
good of the entire region. 
Organizations were selected by 
an index of corporate facility 
investment according to Site 

Selection Magazine’s Conway 
Projects database. Projects 
were scored based on the total 
number of projects, total 
investment, and jobs associated 
with those projects, and per-
capita calculations by those 
same metrics. 
 
BCU was chosen based on a 
wide range of projects of all  
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In May, Battle Creek hosted a 
delegation of senior-level 
government, business, policy, 
and economic leaders from 20 
countries as part of this year’s 
Americas Competitiveness 
Exchange (ACE) tour. ACE is an 
initiative of the Organization of 
American States (OAS), held in 
coordination with the U.S. 
Department of Commerce and 
U.S. Department of State. Each 
ACE summit is held in a different 
region in collaboration with a 
local partner. Michigan was 
selected to host the 18th ACE 
program.  
 
The weeklong event brings 
together decision-makers from 

across the Americas, Caribbean 
and beyond – including Ministers 
of Trade, Secretaries of 
Economic Development, and 
Ambassadors – to explore 
global partnerships and 
economic development 
opportunities. More than 70 
people attended the event, 
which showcased Battle Creek’s 
penchant for innovation and our 
continuous growth in key 
industries.  
 
The group first visited the WK 
Kellogg Co, where they enjoyed 
breakfast with Tony the Tiger.  
 

See “ACE” on page 4 

From the President’s Desk 

Battle Creek was recognized by 
Site Selection Magazine as one of 
the Top Tier-3 Metro areas in its 
annual ranking of communities. 
Tier-3 communities are those with 
populations between 50,000 and  
200,000.  
 
Site Selection Magazine is 
published by Conway Data and is 
the leading trade publication for 
economic development and 

corporate real estate. The 
magazine ranks states and cities 
based on new investments. It uses 
data from the Conway Projects 
Database, which focuses on new 
corporate facility projects with a 
significant impact on their area. 
 
Bowling Green, Kentucky topped 
the 2023 rankings, with Battle 
Creek tied for 8th.  Read the full list 
here: https://tinyurl.com/47bs3wc3 

Battle Creek Named a Top Tier-3 
Metro by Site Selection Magazine 

BCU Receives 2024 Mac Conway 
Award for Excellence in  
Economic Development 

Battle Creek Welcomes Americas 
Competitiveness Exchange Tour 
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https://siteselection.com/issues/2024/mar/2023-top-metros-tier-3-industrial-at-heart.cfm?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2Kzm0j_qtUzFA3sp1KwPkEB1FSxTrctOvMmOq8yAkGECZ6LtKSfmIt1Hg_aem_AYvk0a-rlucuWzQg7gGoTsNOl6QvuZg1Dy-JFRLpi7XaRjCqkIaSXqSxrxLysEJdvhA_HULw8i_HSA
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In April, Governor Gretchen Whitmer 
announced the creation of the Office of 
Defense and Aerospace Innovation (ODAI), 
which will help grow the state’s defense and 
aerospace industry. ODAI will build on the 
work of the Michigan Defense Center, 
increasing awareness of Michigan’s 
capabilities, supporting attraction and 
expansion of defense-related businesses. This 
comes as BCU works to grow the Defense/
Aerospace industry in Battle Creek, especially 
in the advanced air mobility (AAM) sector.  
 
The Defense/Aerospace sector is critically 
important to Battle Creek. The city is home to 
more than 6,000 servicemen and civilian 
employees working at the Fort Custer 
Training Center, the Defense Logistics Agency 
at the Hart-Dole-Inouye Federal Center, the 

Michigan Air National Guard Base, and the 
Battle Creek VA Medical Center.  
 
BCU is also hard at work developing MICH-
AIR, a hub for large commercial drone 
manufacturing and operations. In 2018, BCU 
received a $150,000 grant from the Michigan 
Defense Center to study Battle Creek’s 
attractiveness to the AAM industry. In 2023, 
BCU received a $7 million state appropriation 
to develop MICH-AIR; funds will be used to 
upgrade the airspace surveillance system to 
accommodate remotely piloted and 
autonomous aerial vehicles. 
 
Michigan’s defense industry contributes $30 
billion in economic activity, supporting more 
than 116,000 jobs and representing nearly 
4,000 Michigan businesses serving the 

defense, aerospace, and homeland security 
sectors.  
 
ODAI will support the growth of defense and 
aerospace-related jobs in Michigan while 
increasing federal Department of Defense 
spending and industry-related R&D in the 
state. It will also support growth in advanced 
aerial mobility innovation, testing, and 
attraction in both defense and commercial-
related applications, leveraging the work of 
the Office of Future Mobility and 
Electrification (OFME) around Advanced 
Aerial Mobility.    
 
BCU looks forward to working with ODAI’s 
incoming Executive Director Col. John 
Gutierrez and his team to grow this industry 
in Battle Creek. 

 

Michigan Announces New Office of Defense and Aerospace Innovation 

The City of Battle Creek, in partnership with 
BCU, recently secured two separate grants in 
support of efforts to naturalize the 
Kalamazoo River. The first grant of $200,000 
is from the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) 
while the second grant of $325,000 is from 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR).  
 
The EGLE grant was announced in early May. 
It is part of EGLE’s Dam Risk Reduction Grant 
Program, which provides private owners with 
resources for proper management of existing 
dams and reduces the overall risk of dam 
failure in Michigan. Some $14.1 million is 
authorized for work ranging from dam 
removals to critical maintenance.  
 
In Battle Creek, the EGLE funds will support 
the effort to remove the Monroe Street Dam. 

This work is being led by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, which has proposed to remove 
the concrete-lined Kalamazoo River channel 
downstream of the dam. This project 
proposes a feasibility study, design, and pre-
engineering to include river naturalization of 
the concrete-lined channel, dam removal, and 
other considerations. 
 
The DNR grant, announced later in the month, 
is from the Fisheries Habitat Grants program. 
It provides funding for a variety of activities 
including fish habitat conservation, dam 
removal and repair, resource assessment 
studies, and access to recreation 
opportunities such as fishing. Funding from 
fishing license sales, State of Michigan 
general funds, and a settlement with 
Consumers Energy is distributed through 
three grant areas: aquatic habitat 
conservation, dam management, and aquatic 

habitat and recreation in the Au Sable, 
Manistee and Muskegon River watersheds. 
The DNR funds will be used in combination 
with the EGLE grant.   
 
Joe Nohner from the DNR Fisheries Division 
said the funded projects will protect and 
rehabilitate aquatic habitats across the state, 
while also improving public safety through 
the removal of dams. “These projects are 
critical to strengthening and maintaining 
populations of fishes and other aquatic 
species,” Nohner said. “They will improve fish 
migration in over 327 miles of Michigan 
streams and boost public safety through the 
removal of three dams and seven culverts." 
 
Congratulations to BCU’s Urban Planner Kris 
Martin who worked closely with staff from the 
City of Battle Creek on the grant applications.  

Battle Creek Secures $525K in Grants for River Naturalization Efforts 

“Mac Conway” cont’d from page 1  

 
sizes, including the expansions and future 
investments made by WK Kellogg Co, DENSO, 
United Federal Credit Union, SJS Electric, 
New Holland Brewing, and Duncan Aviation. 
The Battle Creek Food Reimagined (BCFR) 
initiative was also recognized as a community
-led effort and inclusive food innovation hub 
for food and beverage start-ups in Battle 
Creek. Additionally, the Ford BlueOval Battery 
Park project in Marshall, part of the Battle 
Creek Metro Area and spearheaded by the 
Marshall Area Economic Development 
Alliance (MAEDA), and the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation (MEDC) were 

highlighted. 
 
Joe Sobieralski, BCU President & CEO, said, 
“BCU is honored to receive the Mac Conway 
Award. This award reflects the hard work that 
our team has put in to promote growth and 
prosperity in Battle Creek and the value of 
our partnerships in the community and 
throughout the state. Prosperity is a team 
sport in Calhoun County, and I also want to 
acknowledge our partners MAEDA and the 
MEDC on their monumental success with Ford 
Motor Company. As part of the Battle Creek 
Metropolitan Area the Ford project signifies 
that our area will continue to rise and set the 
pace for the region, and we look forward to 

continued growth in the years to come. We 
thank Site Selection Magazine for the 
recognition and award, but also recognize 
MAEDA and the MEDC’s role in bringing the 
Ford project to the region.” 
 
Site Selection Magazine is published by 
Conway Data Inc. Originally launched in 1954 
as Industrial Development, it is the leading 
publication in corporate real estate, economic 
development, site planning, and direct 
investment. Today it serves over 45,000 
readers today across business, consulting, 
and real estate. The Mac Conway Award was 
created in 2016, replacing the former Top 
Groups award.  



The community open house for the soon-to-
be open DoubleTree by Hilton Battle Creek 
was a tremendous success! The event, held  
at Kellogg Community College on April 17, 
was attended by more than 150 people, all 
eager to learn more about the hotel and the 
SUITE Collaborative.  Attendees were able to 
connect directly with representatives from 
the hotel and community partners to gain 
insight on career pathways in hospitality and 
educational resources.  
  
Hiring is in full swing as the hotel prepares to 

open in August. To view current job postings, 
visit: https://tinyurl.com/y3bv7pb7 
 
To learn more about the hotel, event space, 
and jobs, follow the Doubletree by Hilton 
Battle Creek Facebook page: 
https://tinyurl.com/387uzvvj  
 
Thanks to everyone who attended the event. 
Special thanks to KCC for hosting, hotel 
management company 6PM Hospitality 
Partners, 20/20 Bistro & Catering, and all the 
partners in the SUITE Collaborative. 
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On April 10, representatives from BCU, the City of Battle Creek, and 
the Calhoun County Visitor’s Bureau attended the Pure Michigan 
Governor’s Conference on Tourism in Kalamazoo. Organized by the 
Tourism Industry Coalition of Michigan (TICOM), the event was held in 
collaboration with the Governor’s Office to boost the image of 
Michigan’s tourism industry and promote innovative collaboration. 
BCU was honored with the award for “Innovative Tourism 
Collaboration – Non-Traditional Tourism Partnerships” for the 
redevelopment of the DoubleTree by Hilton Battle Creek.  
 
The DoubleTree project was recognized for its innovative approach to 
community involvement and partnerships throughout its current and 
future development. Key areas of focus for the award were 
philanthropic partnerships, training and development, downtown 
business collaboration efforts, and the focus on the project being an 
asset to the community as well as travelers. 
 
Located in the heart of downtown Battle Creek, the space was 
formerly the McCamly Plaza Hotel, which had become functionally 
obsolete. Rather than allow the property to further deteriorate in its 
vacant state, BCU and several community and state partners 
collaboratively rallied together to create a vibrant community asset. 
BCU established a for-profit entity called 50 Capital Ave. 
Development Corp. (50 CADC) and took ownership of the hotel in 
November 2020 after resolving a legal dispute with its former 
owners. 
 
Given BCU’s mandate to boost Battle Creek’s development, it made 
sense for BCU to step in as a developer to renovate and upgrade the 
hotel for the benefit of the community. This marked a strategic shift 
for BCU, marking their first foray into the role of a private 
developer.  With the collaborative efforts of these community 
partners, the hotel has become a truly one-of-a-kind experience with 
an elaborate training initiative in the SUITE Collaborative, promotion 
of downtown businesses, local sustainability efforts, and community 
involvement.  
 
BCU President & CEO Joe Sobieralski stated: “Creating a community 
asset requires more than just renovating a building – it demands a 
collaborative effort. We appreciate our partners and the community 
for their contributions to this project, which will positively impact 

Battle Creek for years to come. Thank you to the state and TICOM for 
the recognition for this hard work. We are eagerly anticipating the 
opening of the hotel to the community and visitors in August.” 
 
The generous soft capital and grant contributions from partners have 
played an instrumental role in making this project a success and 
demonstrate the incredible amount of community support for this 
project. Thirteen organizations contributed over $50 million to make 
the project possible, including BCU, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 50 
CADC, the City of Battle Creek, the State of Michigan, Calhoun 
County, the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), 
the Miller Foundation, Calhoun County Visitor’s Bureau, Battle Creek 
Downtown Development Authority (BCDDA), Kellogg’s 25-Year 
Employees’ Fund, Bronson Battle Creek Hospital Community 
Partners, and the Consumer’s Energy Foundation. 

DoubleTree by Hilton Battle Creek Wins Governor’s Award for  
Innovative Tourism Collaboration 

Hotel Open House a Big Success 

BCU staff and board members show off the Governor’s Award for 
Innovative Tourism Collaboration. From left: Erick Stewart, Bridgette 
Jones, Heather Ignash, Sara Wallace, and Joe Sobieralski. 

Hotel Director of Sales Stacie Hackney 
hands out the famous DoubleTree cookies 
during the April open house. 

https://doubletree-by-hilton-battle-creek.hiringthing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552675530677


In March, the Battle Creek City 
Commission approved the 
appointment of Tha Par to the Board of 
Directors of the Battle Creek Tax 
Increment Finance Authority (BCTIFA). 
Ms. Par is the Co-Executive Director of 
Battle Creek Truth Racial Healing and 
Transformation and joins the BCTIFA 
Board as a resident representative.  
 

At the BCTIFA’s annual meeting in May, 
the Board accepted the resignation 
from Amber Straub, who recently 
relocated outside the city limits. Ms. 
Straub joined the BCTIFA Board in 
2020. 
 
We congratulate Ms. Par on her 
appointment and thank Ms. Straub for 
her years of service to the Board.  

Battle Creek Food Reimagined (BCFR) 
has recently held several events to 
support food entrepreneurs. On April 
25, BCFR partnered with the Small 
Business Development Center (SBDC) 
on an event which explored SBA loan 
programs, including 7(a) and 504 
loans. On May 9, BCFR held a “Meet the 
Lender” event at BCU’s office to 
connect aspiring food entrepreneurs 
and financial institutions. 
 
In May, BCFR also held its regular 
What’s Cookin’ in BC networking event. 
The event, held at Café Rica, was co-
hosted by Penetrator Events and the 
Battle Creek Small Business 
Development team. Wendy Spreenberg 
from the SBDC made a presentation on 
resources available to entrepreneurs. 
The next networking event is 
scheduled for July 10.  
 
Finally, planning is underway for Food 
Prize 2024, to be held on Saturday, 
October 5 at Kellogg Arena. This is a 

pitch competition for regional food 
entrepreneurs. Companies will 
compete for $40K in prizes. The event 
is open to companies based in Allegan, 
Barry, Eaton, Jackson, Hillsdale, 
Calhoun, Branch, St. Joseph, 
Kalamazoo, Van Buren, Cass, or 
Berrien counties. Companies should 
have no more than $750,000 in annual 
revenue; no more than 10 employees 
(or part-time equivalents); and 
operate a food business under the 
Michigan Cottage Food Law or 
Michigan Food Law (if already 
operating). The deadline to apply is 
Thursday, August 1. Companies who 
applied and/or participated in the 2023 
Food Prize event are welcome to apply 
for the 2024 event. For more info, visit 
www.foodprizebc.com. 
 
To stay informed about upcoming 
events for food entrepreneurs, be sure 
to like BCFR on Facebook:  
https://tinyurl.com/455fcu9t 
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Attendees learned about the company’s history in Battle 
Creek as well as their recent investment into the city. 
Stacy Flathau, Chief Corporate Affairs Officer for WK 
Kellogg Co, remarked: “Participating in ACE Michigan 
presents a fantastic opportunity for WK Kellogg Co to 
highlight our longstanding heritage and commitment in 
Battle Creek, as well as our vision for the future. It is an 
honor to be recognized among Michigan’s best, and we 
are grateful to the ACE team and the MEDC for promoting 
and supporting business here in our hometown.” 
 
The group then visited Duncan Aviation, where 
participants toured the recently completed hangar. 
Executives from Duncan shared insights into the private 
aviation sectors and their global impact as well as their 
history in Battle Creek. Travis Grimsley, Vice President of 
Aircraft Services, stated “Duncan Aviation is thrilled to 
have been chosen as a tour site by ACE. This chance has 
enabled us to highlight not only our innovative business 
and company culture but also our commitment to our 
community. We are thankful to ACE and the MEDC for 
selecting Duncan as a site to be featured among the best 
of the best in Michigan.” 
 
BCU President & CEO Joe Sobieralski said, “This event 
highlights Battle Creek among the best cities in the State 
of Michigan due to companies like WK Kellogg Co and 
Duncan Aviation that continue to invest in Battle Creek. 
We are thrilled to showcase Battle Creek and are grateful 
to the MEDC for choosing our city as an ACE tour location 
and to both WK Kellogg Co and Duncan Aviation for 
opening their doors for this opportunity.” 
 
ACE brings together business and government leaders to 
experience first-hand the diverse range of projects, 
strategic investments, public-private partnerships, and 
best practices from a particular region’s economic, 
innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem. Participants 
tour innovation hubs, advanced technology centers, 
leading firms, and educational and research institutions, 
to explore local, regional, urban, and rural economic 
development models, share experiences and knowledge, 
and build networks among the local and visiting 
stakeholders to enhance innovation and competitiveness 
in the Americas. In addition to Battle Creek, delegates 
toured Detroit, Grand Rapids, Lansing, and Ann Arbor. 

Tha Par Joins the BCTIFA Board  

The ACE delegation poses for photo at the WK Kellogg 
Co. headquarters in downtown Battle Creek following 
their breakfast with Tony the Tiger.  

Battle Creek Food Reimagined Update 

In April, BCU’s Vice President Robert Corder and MICH
-AIR Advisor Jim Burnham traveled to San Diego to 
participate in the XPonential 2024 conference & 
tradeshow. This annual event is focused on aviation, 
marine, and land-based uncrewed systems and 
robotics. BCU exhibited in the Michigan Pavilion, 
organized by the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC). The pair were there to promote 
MICH-AIR, the advanced air mobility hub being 
developed at the Battle Creek Executive Airport (BTL).  
 
BCU has attended the XPonential in the past but this 
was the first year to exhibit at the event. There was 
significant interest in MICH-AIR and the team came 
home with a long list of new contacts.  
 
To learn more about MICH-AIR, visit MICH-AIR.org  

MICH-AIR Exhibits at XPonential 2024 

MICH-AIR Advisor Jim 
Burnham poses in front 
of BCU’s booth during  
XPonential 2024 in San 
Diego.  

http://www.foodprizebc.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61553343447724
https://www.mich-air.org/


In April, Michigan Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer announced $250 Million in Low-
Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) for 22 
new housing projects across the state. This 
included $1.65 Million for Project Blue Light 
in Battle Creek.  
 
“Housing is about so much more than a roof 
over your head—it’s the foundation for 
success at school, work, and in the 
community,” said Gov. Whitmer. “These 
investments will create more than a thousand 
new homes, expanding supply and driving 
down costs for working class Michiganders. 
This year, we are working together to make 
the largest investment to build housing in 
Michigan history, driven by our simple 
philosophy of ‘build, baby, build’. Building 
more affordable housing also creates 
thousands of good-paying jobs in the trades 
for pipefitters, carpenters, bricklayers, and 
roofers.” 
 
Project Blue Light will be built on the site of 
the former Kmart on Capital Avenue. BCU 
acquired the property in 2020 with a grant 

from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. The 
project is being developed by Edison 
Community Partners, LLC and will create 96 
new housing units, including 48 affordable 
units. At least 15% of the units will be 
reserved for households that receive tenant-
based rental assistance. This is a strategic 
first phase of multiple planned phases of 
development to support several local plans 
for revitalization in Battle Creek. 80 
temporary construction jobs and 25 
permanent jobs are expected to be created.  
 
"After years of hard work by many strong 
Battle Creek partners, families finally can 
begin rediscovering the Kalamazoo River 
waterfront,” said Michigan State Rep. 
Jim Haadsma. “This housing plan along with 
the re-naturalization of the nearby concrete 
channel means families will be living, 
working, and shopping in the area again 
soon.” 
 
LIHTCs are federal tax credits administered 
through MSHDA following a competitive 
application process. Developers who receive 

Low-Income Housing Tax Credits can claim 
credit against their tax liability annually for 
up to 10 years. This 9% LIHTC round is 
awarding $25,065,677 of tax credits, with 
a total value over the next 10 years 
of about $250 million. The 22 projects will 
create 100 permanent jobs, support 1,473 
temporary jobs, and generate a total 
development investment of over 
$300 million. The projects include at 
least 1,117 new rental homes, 1,056 of which 
will be affordable. 
  
“These investments will drive our state 
forward toward another record-setting year 
in the construction and rehabilitation 
of new homes for Michiganders,” 
said Tony Lentych, Chief Housing Investment 
Officer at the Michigan State Housing 
Development Authority (MSHDA). “We will 
continue moving quickly with solutions, but 
we can’t do it alone. We’re grateful to our 
partners in development and construction for 
making these deals happen, helping build 
communities our neighbors are proud to call 
home.”  

Project Blue Light Awarded $1.65 Million Tax Credit for New Housing 
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Summer in the Cereal City brings all kinds of events 
to check out. Some of the regular events include: 
 
Vibe @ 5  
Bring your lawn chairs downtown to Friendship 
Park (10 State Street) for the Vibe @ 5 concerts. 
Concerts are free of charge and the park is part of 
the Downtown Social District. Concerts will be held 
on Fridays between July 5 – August 9. 
Performances will start at 5 PM. 
 
Battle Creek Farmers Market 
The Battle Creek Farmers Market is held every 
Wednesday through October at Festival Market 
Square (25 S. McCamly Street). The market runs 
from 9 AM – 1 PM. Enjoy fresh, locally grown foods, 
food vendors, and live music from local musicians.  
 
Truckin’ Tuesdays 
Truckin’ Tuesdays brings a selection of food trucks to 
McCamly Park (10 N. Washington) on select 
Tuesdays during the summer. Trucks will set up on 
Gould Street, with picnic-style seating available in 
the park. Trucks will serve lunch between 11 AM – 2 
PM.  

Mark Your Calendar! Summer Events to Enjoy in Battle Creek 

Taste of the Creek Festival Market Square June 1 

Truckin’ Tuesday McCamly Park June 4 

National Cereal Festival Downtown Battle Creek June 8 

Juneteenth Claude Evans Park June 15 

Truckin’ Tuesday McCamly Park June 18 

Friday Night Market – Caribbean Festival Market Square June 21 

Cheetah Chase 5K Binder Park Zoo June 22 

Field of Flight Battle Creek Executive Airport July 3-7 

Vibe @ 5 Friendship Park July 5 

Truckin’ Tuesday McCamly Park July 9 

Vibe @ 5 Friendship Park July 12 

Sonic Plaza Kellogg Arena July 13 

Vibe @ 5 Friendship Park July 19 

Cereal City Triathlon & Duathlon Willard Beach July 20 

31st Annual Battle Creek Garden City of Battle Creek July 20-21 

Truckin’ Tuesday McCamly Park July 23 

Vibe @ 5 Friendship Park July 26 

Leilapalooza Leila Arboretum July 27 

Tour de Zoo Binder Park Zoo August 2 

Vibe @ 5 Friendship Park August 2 

Taco & Tequila Festival MCCU Field August 3 

Truckin’ Tuesday McCamly Park August 6 

Vibe @ 5 Friendship Park August 9 

Goguac Lake Swim  Willard Beach August 10 

New Wave Music Festival Leila Arboretum August 10 

Friday Night Market - Summer Block Festival Market Square August 16 

Backyard Burgers & Brews Festival Market Square August 24 

Truckin’ Tuesday McCamly Park September 10 

Battle Creek Airport Centennial  WMU College of Aviation September 21 

Corks & Kegs at the Zoo! Binder Park Zoo September 28 

https://tasteofthecreek.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=856076476549241&set=a.570534668436758
https://kelloggarena.com/cerealfest/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR24QBil14Zki4yFYfCNMKy0QTObjbUd_aVB8YaKDdx5TexaTbMRjjhghQc_aem_AYsd9HKsEs7mYIQBVWxgo-_8mouLxkg-00Gm7sbJ89AHGanqofSnakK0nbAQHQHZzFQ38sOIvFZyL_hP3V3HvayB
https://www.facebook.com/battlecreekjuneteenth
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=856076476549241&set=a.570534668436758
https://kelloggarena.com/event/friday-night-market/
https://binderparkzoo.org/cheetah-chase/
https://fieldofflight.com/
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/vibe-5-concert-series-denise-davis-the-motor-city-sensations-2/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=856076476549241&set=a.570534668436758
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/vibe-5-concert-series-denise-davis-the-motor-city-sensations-2-2/
https://www.medullaent.com/
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/vibe-5-concert-series-denise-davis-the-motor-city-sensations-2-3/
https://www.trisignup.com/Race/MI/BattleCreek/CerealCityTriathlonDuathlon
https://www.facebook.com/battlecreekgardentour
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=856076476549241&set=a.570534668436758
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/vibe-5-concert-series-denise-davis-the-motor-city-sensations-2-4/
https://bcmams.com/leilapalooza.html
https://binderparkzoo.org/tour-de-zoo/
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/vibe-5-concert-series-denise-davis-the-motor-city-sensations-2-5/
https://www.bctacoandtequilafest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=856076476549241&set=a.570534668436758
https://smallbusinessbattlecreek.com/event/vibe-5-concert-series-denise-davis-the-motor-city-sensations-2-6/
https://www.trisignup.com/Race/MI/BattleCreek/TheYMCAGoguacLakeSwim
https://nwmfo.com/
https://www.battlecreekvisitors.org/event/friday-night-market%3A-summer-block-party/232/
https://www.facebook.com/battle.c.chamber
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=856076476549241&set=a.570534668436758
https://flybtl.com/
https://binderparkzoo.org/corks-kegs-at-the-zoo/


Contact BCU 
Battle Creek Unlimited (BCU) is focused on investment generation and job 
creation in Battle Creek, Michigan. BCU works closely with community 
partners to attract new companies to the Battle Creek region while also 
supporting the growth of existing companies. BCU was established in 1972 
to develop the Fort Custer Industrial Park (FCIP), the largest industrial 
park in Michigan. Today the FCIP is home to nearly 90 companies, 
including 25 international organizations, which collectively employ more 
than 13,000 people. The FCIP covers more than 3,000 acres, with over 
1,000 acres available for development, and offers convenient access to 
rail, air cargo, interstate and international trade highways as well as an 
international port of entry and a Foreign-Trade Zone. 
 
 

Battle Creek Unlimited 
www.bcunlimited.org 
4950 W. Dickman Road, Suite 1 
Battle Creek, MI 49037 
TEL 269-962-7526  
Email comments, questions or suggestions to: 
BCUnewsletter@bcunlimited.org 

Follow BCU online: 
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delegation recently. More than 70 high-ranking business 
and government leaders traveled to Michigan for the 
event, which is organized annually by the Organization of 
American States. In Battle Creek, the delegation toured 
WK Kellogg Co and Duncan Aviation. The group also visited 
Detroit, Grand Rapids, Lansing, and Ann Arbor.  
 
In May, I had the honor of attending the dedication of 
Sherrill Smith Cotton Funeral & Cremation. In 2022, Sherill 
Smith Cotton was one of the Washington Heights 
Entrepreneurial Fund (WHEF) recipients. Recipients 
received training, grants, and low-interest loans to help 
them launch or grow their businesses. I also attended the 
ribbon cutting ceremony at Viking Great Lakes, a 
snowplow manufacturer which established a production 
facility in the Fort Custer Industrial Park.  
 
Looking ahead, the DoubleTree by Hilton Battle Creek is 
nearing completion. With the opening scheduled for 
August, the hotel management company 6PM Hospitality 
Partners is busy hiring and training new staff. Construction 
crews continue their work on the guest rooms and 
facilities. Furniture has been delivered and is being 
installed. The BCU team is working on a grand opening 
event, details of which will be announced later in the 
summer.  
 
At The Milton, work is progressing on the new branch for 
United Federal Credit Union (UFCU), which will also open 
sometime this summer. The new office will look out onto  
Michigan Avenue in the heart of downtown. UFCU has been 
a major partners on several big projects in Battle Creek in 
recent years and will be a great addition to the community.  
 
Work continues at the former Anson Hotel on Michigan 
Avenue. The renovation of the apartments is ongoing, with 
a large skylight installed on top of the building last month. 
On the ground floor, construction on the Uproot Market is 
accelerating, with the market expected to open sometime 
before the end of the year.  
 
These are just a few of the great projects going on in 
Battle Creek. Be sure to follow BCU online to stay up to 
date.  
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BCU Out and About 

Members of the BCU team 
were excited to attend the 
ribbon cutting for Bread & 
Basket on Friday, March 15. 
Owner Tiffany Blackman 
relocated her shop to its new 
location at 51 W. Michigan 
Avenue. Shown left, Keiara 
Gladney from Goodwill 
Industries poses with BCU 
Board Chair Erick Stewart and 
Bridgette Jones, BCU’s Vice 
President of Operations.  

On Thursday, April 25, 
members of BCU attended a 

groundbreaking ceremony for 
the first of 17 new homes being 

developed by the Washington 
Heights United Methodist 

Church & Community. Housing 
is a critical need in Battle 

Creek and we congratulate 
Pastor Monique French and the 

rest of the incredible team 
behind this project. 

In May, members of the Battle 
Creek Japanese Club toured 
the DoubleTree by Hilton 
Battle Creek. The Japanese 
Consul General in Detroit 
Yusuke Shindo joined the 
group.  

Representatives from BCU 
attended Charitable Union’s 

Decorated Table event on 
Thursday, May 9. BCU’s table 

theme was “Go Green!”  

Congratulations to Viking Great 
Lakes, which officially cut the 
ribbon on their new production  
facility on Shiga Drive on 
Tuesday, May 7. Viking’s Tom Farr 
(left)  and AJ MacDonald cut the 
ribbon.  

http://www.bcunlimited.org
mailto:BCUsletter@bcunlimited.org
https://www.facebook.com/BattleCreekUnlimited/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/battle-creek-unlimited
https://twitter.com/bcunlimited?lang=en
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fbreadandbasketbc%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZUJz9nceF5PmidbRgumJ4zJhto_yZEDqyCx6VyboohJUC6R_SMx5SdE3sxzYaq-5Ll7qSnYXMtWTtJZrEla3_rWY24lNt5LVcHkFI2fOI2jw_RGniaaiHXn-_JoxSqnV77wDO
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fbreadandbasketbc%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZUJz9nceF5PmidbRgumJ4zJhto_yZEDqyCx6VyboohJUC6R_SMx5SdE3sxzYaq-5Ll7qSnYXMtWTtJZrEla3_rWY24lNt5LVcHkFI2fOI2jw_RGniaaiHXn-_JoxSqnV77wDO
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fbreadandbasketbc%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZUJz9nceF5PmidbRgumJ4zJhto_yZEDqyCx6VyboohJUC6R_SMx5SdE3sxzYaq-5Ll7qSnYXMtWTtJZrEla3_rWY24lNt5LVcHkFI2fOI2jw_RGniaaiHXn-_JoxSqnV77wDO
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fbreadandbasketbc%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZUJz9nceF5PmidbRgumJ4zJhto_yZEDqyCx6VyboohJUC6R_SMx5SdE3sxzYaq-5Ll7qSnYXMtWTtJZrEla3_rWY24lNt5LVcHkFI2fOI2jw_RGniaaiHXn-_JoxSqnV77wDO
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fbreadandbasketbc%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZUJz9nceF5PmidbRgumJ4zJhto_yZEDqyCx6VyboohJUC6R_SMx5SdE3sxzYaq-5Ll7qSnYXMtWTtJZrEla3_rWY24lNt5LVcHkFI2fOI2jw_RGniaaiHXn-_JoxSqnV77wDO

