Battle Creek Unlimited
Southwest Michigan Accelerator Kitchen Project

Request for Qualifications

Issue Date: September 2, 2020
Submission Deadline: September 11, 2020
Request To: Architectural and Engineering Firms
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1. Overview of the Requirement

1) The main objective of this RFQ is to prequalify A&E firms for a request for proposal to be issued
within the next few weeks. This Project is an accelerator kitchen project using part federal dollars
and local match.

2) This RFQ is intended for architectural firms and engineering design firms with expertise in
commercial kitchens. This RFQ is not for general contractors or sub-contractors

3) Established in 1972, Battle Creek Unlimited (BCU) is a private, non-profit corporation which
serves as the economic development arm for the City of Battle Creek and manages the Fort
Custer Industrial Park. The Fort Custer Industrial Park is home to over 80 businesses, including 25
international companies, and employs over 13,000 people. BCU’s mission is to build a strong
community by driving strategic investment and job creation.

This project is a collaboration between Battle Creek Unlimited and St. Philip Church.

4) This project will consist of renovating a historical building in downtown Battle Creek, Michigan.
The ~23,000 sf building will house an accelerator kitchen facility and other business development
activities. This $4.2M project is being funded using local match dollars and U.S. EDA funding.
The architectural and engineering portion will be paid for by the local match dollars.

2. Request for Qualifications

21  Inquiries

All enquiries related to this RFQ are to be directed, by email, to Battle Creek Unlimited at
gibson@bcunlimited.org or call Shabaka Gibson at 269-441-1669. Information obtained from any
other source is not official and should not be relied upon.

2.2 Closing Date

All responses must be in electronic copy and must be received by 11:59 p.m., on Friday,
September 11, 2020 at gibson@bcunlimited.org. Responses must not be sent by facsimile or
mail. Hard copies will not be accepted. Response emails should be clearly marked in the subject
line in the following format:

“[Company Name] — RFQ - Tiger Room”

2.3 Late Responses

Late responses will only be accepted if an extension is provided at least 24 hours in advance.
Extension requests must be sent to gibson @bcunlimited.org.

2.4 Qualifications Review Committee

The qualifications review committee will consist of representatives from Battle Creek Unlimited,
St. Philip Church, and our consultants.

2.5 Review and Selection
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This RFQ is being used for pre-qualification purposes. The qualifications review committee will
check responses against the mandatory criteria. Responses not meeting all mandatory criteria
will not be considered for review. Qualified respondents will be provided with a copy of the RFP,
shortly after selection.

2.6 Signed Responses
Responses must be signed by the company’s authorized signatory.
2.7 Acceptance of Responses

This RFQ is not a binding agreement to purchase goods or services. Responses to this RFQ will
be assessed in light of the qualification review criteria and, if chosen for the shortlist, responders
will be contacted for the RFP.

3. Qualifications

Describe your capabilities, and services offered, including the Evaluation criteria and Submission
requirements below.

4. Evaluation Criteria

Years of experience

Experience with food facility projects

Proven capacity to deliver projects on time, on budget, and with high quality
Sample of previous work (all submitted samples will be kept confidential)
References

Awards

JNC 3=

5 bmission Requirements

. Su
A. A statement of interest
B. Availability to complete this project within the timeframes outlined in the Project Timetable
C. Familiarity with federally funded projects
D. Familiarity with commercial kitchens or other food related facilities
E. A resume outlining the company’s experience, the experience of key team members
F. Three professional references
G. Contact information including phone number and email address

6. Conflict of Interest

The respondent should disclose any real or perceived conflicts of interest, in writing, to the review
committee who will consider the nature of the respondent’s responsibilities and the degree of potential or
apparent conflict in deciding the course of action that the respondent needs to take to remedy the conflict
of interest.

7. Limitations

Again, this this RFQ is not a binding agreement to purchase goods or services. Responses to this RFQ
will be assessed in light of the qualification review criteria and, if chosen for the shortlist, responders will
be contacted for the full RFP.
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8. Appendix

Appendix A - Project Schedule
Southwest Michigan Accelerator Kitchen Renovation Proposed Timeline

Funding Secured

2 months A & E and GC RFP is sent out, reviewed, and awarded

2 months EDA title review

6 weeks Schematic Design 1-month Design Development and start Construction Documents
6 weeks Construction Documents

1 month Owner Final Review

3 weeks Final Construction Documents are submitted to the city for permits

1 month Bidding and Awarding

2 weeks Executed Contract Review

7 months Construction

2 months Construction Delays due to unknown conditions or weather

SW Michigan Accelerator RFQ 5
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SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN ACCELERATOR KITCHEN

30 W. VAN BUREN ST.

BATTLE CREEK, Ml
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