
Incentives & Financing

CREATIVE FINANCIAL INCENTIVES
Financial incentives are a key factor in determining your business location. BCU will guide you
through various state and local funding opportunities with favorable rates and negotiable terms to
customize an incentive package that will reduce start-up costs and help your company grow
competitively without putting a strain on your bottom line.

Here are just a few of the reasons why doing business in Battle Creek, Michigan can work for you:

Financial incentives are available based on job creation and investment
Direct Investment Fund (available within the City of Battle Creek) may provide financial
support up to $750,000 within the Economic Development Fund or $250,000 within the
Downtown Development Authority Fund at competitive rates and flexible terms.
Customized training incentives to support new and existing jobs
Special incentives may be available for investments in Fort Custer Industrial Park based on
project parameters funds may be used for property acquisition, site improvements, relocation
cost, and infrastructure
Free start-up space available
Michigan’s overall Business Tax climate is ranked 13th in the nation
Real Property Tax Abatement (PA 198) can reduce property tax by 50% (up to 12 years) for
manufacturers and high-tech businesses
No personal property tax or sales tax on nearly all capital equipment
Michigan is a Right-to-Work state

TAX INCENTIVES

Commercial Redevelopment Act
Commercial Rehabilitation Act (PA 120)
Local Property Tax Abatement (PA 198)
Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Exemption
Personal Property Tax Relief (PA 328)

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Michigan Business Development Program
Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC)
SBA Programs
SmartZones

https://bcunlimited.org/why-battle-creek/incentives-financing/
https://www.michiganbusiness.org/49c3f3/globalassets/documents/reports/fact-sheets/com_redev_act-255.pdf
http://www.michiganbusiness.org/cm/files/Fact-Sheets/CommercialRehabilitatiionAct.pdf
http://www.battlecreekmi.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/515
https://www.michiganbusiness.org/49c81e/globalassets/documents/reports/fact-sheets/obsoletepropertyrehabilitationact.pdf
https://www.michiganbusiness.org/49ed8c/globalassets/documents/reports/fact-sheets/personalproptax328.pdf
http://www.michiganbusiness.org/cm/files/fact-sheets/michiganbusinessdevelopmentprogram.pdf
https://www.michiganbusiness.org/reports-data/transparency/?pc=83
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/mi/detroit
https://www.michiganbusiness.org/49ea34/globalassets/documents/reports/fact-sheets/mismartzonefactsheet.pdf


Downloads

View our Strategic Plan
View our Strategic Plan Dashboard

FINANCING PROGRAM

The Direct Investment Fund’s primary purpose is to stimulate economic growth and support direct
job creation/retention in the City of Battle Creek. The Direct Investment Fund is used to support the
economic development objectives of the City of Battle Creek and its designated economic
development agencies.

The Direct Investment Fund is a gap financing measure primarily used for the development and
expansion of small businesses. A key objective of the Direct Investment Fund is to provide financial
support and/or to enhance financial support to eligible businesses, especially those that may not
otherwise have access to traditional financing resources. The Direct Investment Fund exists to
supplement and leverage, rather than compete with, private, non-profit and public sector financial
support.  All loans require collateral and the personal guaranty of the primary owner/co-owners. The
Direct Investment Fund does not participate in equity investment or make grants.

A Direct Investment Fund committee exists and is responsible for the review of applications and
determination of provisions for financial support following due diligence conducted by Battle Creek
Unlimited staff. The final decision for funding is determined by a majority vote of a quorum of the
Direct Investment Fund committee. Contact Brenda Whited for additional information.

DIRECT INVESTMENT FUND REQUIREMENTS

Business plan with pro forma income and expense detail
Application form and historical financial information (2-3 years), if applicable
Copies of income tax statements
Personal financial statements

Authorization to conduct a background and credit check is also a requirement of all applicants.

Download Application

Connect With Us

https://bcunlimited.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/BCU-StrategicPlan-Fall-2018.pdf
https://bcunlimited.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/NEW-Dashboard-FY-2018-2023-chart.pdf
mailto:whited@bcunlimited.org&#96;
https://bcunlimited.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/attachments/BCU-DIF-Application-2017.pdf


BRENDA WHITED

Business Development Manager

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES
Local

Battle Creek Area Chamber of Commerce
Battle Creek Small Business Development 
Northern Initiatives
Second Muse

State of Michigan

Michigan Business Development Services
Michigan Business Taxes
Michigan Business Tax Forms
Michigan Minority Business Development Council
Register to do Business with the State

National

IRS Small Business
Small Business Development Center
U.S. Small Business Association

Our team is here to help you identify and pursue different incentives and financing options to help
move or build your business in Battle Creek. This includes several workforce development & training
incentives. To learn more, contact us now.

https://battlecreek.org
https://www.battlecreekmi.gov/703/Small-Business-Development
https://northerninitiatives.org
https://www.secondmuse.com
http://www.michiganbusiness.org/cm/files/fact-sheets/michiganbusinessdevelopmentprogram.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/taxes/0,1607,7-238-43519---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/taxes/0,1607,7-238-44079---,00.html
http://minoritysupplier.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89334_61343_35413---,00.html
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed
http://www.sbdcnet.org/
http://www.sba.gov/
https://bcunlimited.wpengine.com/strategic-advantages/workforce-training/
https://bcunlimited.wpengine.com/strategic-advantages/workforce-training/
https://bcunlimited.wpengine.com/about-us/contact-us/

